ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION UK

	General Meeting of the West Midlands Divisional Council

	Held at Telford & Wrekin Council Offices

	


Minutes of meeting on Tuesday 26th November2010 
Present: Karen Thornton - NHBC (KT), Christopher Fry- Independent Consultant (CF), Iain Wheeler – Telford & Wrekin (IW), Margaret Gardiner-SMBC (MG), Martin Fairlie – Martin Fairlie Consulting (MF),Chris Swainston – Geotechnics (CS), Karen Sulway –Cannock Chase DC (KS), John Grant – Walsall Council (JG), Robert Edwards - W Corbett Galvanising (RE), Heather Cowell – Coventry University (HC), Stephen Hoskin – Air Monitors (SH), 
Apologies:  Tony Higgins –Telford & Wrekin Council (TH), Anita Metelko-Dudley MBC (AM), Marzena Gryckiewicz – NHBC (MG), John Davis – Environment Agency (JD) 
Guests:  - John McAuliffe – Managing Director McAuliffe Group (JA) 
Acting Chair - Christopher Fry- Trustee (CF)
	
	Item
	Comments
	Action
	Date for Action
	Outcomes

(use this area to record outcomes and present at next meeting or before as appropriate)

	1.
	Introductions
	Existing members, new members and interested persons welcomed to divisional meeting.   It was noted that representation was present from a wide breadth of membership (including Local Authority, and consultancy, commercial & industrial organisations). Representation for all core areas (LQ, Noise, Air) also present
	None. 
	
	

	2
	Minutes
	Minutes from the April 2010 OGM were presented. No Comments/objections/corrections were raised during meeting 
	None
	
	

	3
	Presentation
	A presentation on the experiences of McAuliffe Group of the Waste Code of Practice was provided by John McAuliffe. 
	KT – to obtain copy of presentation to put on Divisional web site 
	KT - ASAP
	4/01/11 - Copy of presentation received.  To forward to Ho to place on divisional web page

	4
	Divisional Strategy
	A strategy for the divisional aims and objectives was drafted by TH in June 2010 and provided for consideration & comment by the divisional committee members. Unfortunately time did not permit discussion & item will therefore move to next meeting. 
	ALL – A copy of the proposed strategy was issued to all committee members by email. To date only one written response has been received. Please take time to review & offer comments you may have to KT
(strategy will be discussed at next meeting)
	Before 1st Feb 2011 
for discussion at AGM 
	

	5a
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representatives
	Summaries provided at meeting for the following:
Land Quality – CF Presented a written report, detailing issues considered at LQ national policy committee on 24th June (London) & 11th November (Birmingham) 
Headline News: 

· CIEH Competency Framework Performance - Comments were received from Division & incorporated into response to CIEH. The key point being that the framework should align with the framework with Specialist in Land Condition skills framework  
· Part2A Statutory Guidance - Update to the guidance is taking place.  A 12week consultation period will take place & consultation expected in New Year.  Regional workshops to be arranged 
· Capital Grant Funding –to be cut from £17.5M to £10M for 2010/11. The EA now manages this scheme
· Soil Guideline Values – 2 members of staff still retained.  6 priority substances still outstanding

· Planning Policy Statement 23 – To be reviewed as part of wider national planning framework. CF is part of a sub-group of the National LQC considering what should be retained and what removed from PPS23. As this planning document covers both air and land, comments are being collated by Lisa Crews (LQ PO) and Ed Dearnley the AQ PO. Divisions invited to comment on what should stay or be changed via CF
Other News:

· BS10175 – (CS) representative on EH4 Committee.  The Arup Final draft of revised British Standard imminent. EH4 committee will review document & anticipate publication by February 2011.  CS suggested that BSI is keen to further work with the Division following the success of the BS10185 consultation workshop & there is possibility of hosting launch workshop in Birmingham. 

· SGV – (CS) stated that EA/DEFRA have accepted that CEIH/EIC GACs are authoritative in absence of UK SGVs. This is why the soil task force is now only concentrating on 6 priority substances (i.e. those not covered by CEIH/EIC GACs) 
· Part 2A – (CS) stated that draft changes likely to (i) exclude determination based on natural substances & (ii) Include requirement for uncertainty to be explicitly stated 

· EP(UK) is cooperating on a DEFRA funded project – (CF) to assess the extent and number of sites where contamination has been addressed through the planning system. 180 local authorities in England were selected for the survey, including 6 from the West Midlands. Head Office to research & report upon schemes where contamination is being dealt with under planning regime with condition

	5b
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representatives
	Air Quality – HC to represent division at next Air Quality national policy committee on 6th December 2010. HC will report back on any additional major headline news at next divisional committee meeting 

Headline News: 

· Air Quality & Climate Change Guidance – (HC) this has now been drafted by Ed Dearnley Policy Officer EP (UK) & is anticipated for launch in New Year. 
· Environmental Audits Report on Air Quality – (HC) The document presents NO2 research.  The report also places increased emphasis to LA with increased powers with respect to public health issues. 
Other News:

· SW Division Air Quality Event - (SH) attending event.  Excellent presentations, particular mention to Bob Maynard & Frank Kelly talks.  The presentations are available on SW & national Web site.

· Proposed Divisional Air Quality Events – The division is intending to hold event to assist launch of Air Quality & Climate Change Guidance in Feb/March 2011.  Speakers to be indentified (Ideas/Contact details to KT) HC to discuss ideas for divisional event to launch the new Air Quality & Climate Change Guidance with Ed Dearnley at next Air Quality Policy meeting on 6th December.   Venue likely to be Coventry/Warwick.   

· Solvent Emissions Training Event.  The Division is also looking to hold training on this subject shortly.  A training package has been developed by TH.  Provisional date of 15th Dec 2010 was agreed as too early to adequately organise.  – NEWS - Event (to be held in Coventry) now intended in April 2011.  Date to be advised)


	5c
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representatives
	Noise – Division represented by JG who attended national noise policy committee on 18th November 2010.  JG to report back on any additional major headline news before next divisional committee meeting 
Headline News:

· Environmental Noise Directive - JG advised on document.  Details will be put on EP (UK) Web site shortly. A good practice guide on noise exposure & its health effects has been published by European Environmental Agency; EEA Technical Report No.11/2010

· Environmental White Paper -  1st environmental white paper in 20yrs. LA have duties to manage noise & nuisance locally; by generating strategic noise maps, (every 5yrs), draw up noise action maps based on results of mapping & to make information available to public.
Other News: 
· DEFRA Project – Defra are likely to fund research project on energy national policy.  JG mentioned that research/guidance to date omits cumulative noise affects from air source heat pumps.

	5d
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representations 
	Trustees -   CF has 3 year appointment as Trustee & has represented the Division at Trustees Meetings on 10th June & 16th September, AGM Council Meetings on 15th July & 14th Oct & a further Trustees’ meeting and final Council (EGM) on 25th November 2010 2010.

Headline News: 
· Organisation Structural Review – Creation of new policy Committee replacing the existing Council. It will be known as the Strategic Policy Committee
· Formation of New Policy Committees – New in place as Noise Policy National Committee, Air Quality & Climate Change National Committee &  Land Quality National Committee
· New President – Dr Caroline Jackson has been elected. Caroline is a MEP & Chair of the Environment Committee for Parliament. 
Full details provided on email memorandum presented by email to Divisional Committee on 18th Nov 2010

	5e
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representatives
	Finances – Divisional responsibilities for finances undertaken by KS
· Divisional Finances at start of year were £484.71.  
· Divisional events raised £183.16 April LQ event & £525 August LQ Event)

· Divisional funds in November 2010 now stand at £1192.87
(KT/KS) Raised question on how committee members believed that the funds were best applied.  KS stated that money could be used for future training events & to improve value for members.  (KT) enquired whether funds could be used to fund mini bus to future event with SE region.  However the committee believed this was unnecessary.  (SH) stated that monies should be retained to fund future events, which might not be as profitable.   It was agreed that the funds should be retained for such occurrence.

	5f
	Reports from National Committees & divisional representatives
	Divisional Secretaries & Membership -   KT attended Divisional Secretaries Meeting in Birmingham o2nd November 2010. 

Headline News: 
· Carry Keay (Events & Membership Officer) is leaving EP (UK) on the 9th December.  The Division would like to thank Carry for all the hard work & support that she has given the Division, particular over the last year.  It is understood that a replacement is being sort.  In interim, Loveday Murley, (Publications Officer) will be assisting on Division aspects & Sam Stille (Administration Officer) is likely to do the event bookings
· Divisional Marketing - Specific Marketing Materials & rates are being reviewed.  Please contact Sam Stille for details
Other News:

· Events – (KT) provided summary of LQ BS10175 workshop held on 18th August 2010.  Event entitled ‘Consultation Workshop, revision of BS10175 ‘Investigation of Potentially Contaminated Sites’ Code of Practice’   In Summary 63 people registered of which 52 attended.  (20 non members, 32 members).  W Mids Division was biggest contributor to EP (UK) response to the consultation process.   Venue provided by Arup, Refreshments paid for by Alcontrol & Division. A divisional profit of £525.  Head office provided booking service & promoted event.  A write up was included in Oct 2010 news letter. Alcontrol have now joined EP(UK) & have representative on LQ Policy Group Committee 

· Web Page – Divisional area of EP(UK) web site has recently been updated
Membership – 154 No. West Midland Members. 16 Local Authority, 2 Consultancies, 3 Companies, 2 Academic/
Trust Institutions, 8 Students/lecturers/research, (5 are new members), 123 Individual members (2 new members)

	6
	Presentation
	A presentation on outcome of the BS10175 Workshop was provided by MF
	KT – to place copy of presentation to put on Divisional web site
	KT-ASAP
	6/12/10 – KT forwarded to Loveday for placement on Divisional Web Page

	7
	Any Other Business
	(JG) A representative from DEFRA has offered to present to group on Air Quality 
As Acting Chair of the meeting, CF requested that representatives on the National Committees covering Land, Noise & Noise produce brief summary reports in advance of future meetings and where the representative is unable to attend, to just list the agenda items for the upcoming meeting; KT could then circulate them ahead of WM Divisional Meetings, to ensure that Members of the Division can see how EP(UK) is working on their behalf

	JG- To enquire whether this would be possible for next Feb AGM 
	JG before 1st Feb 2011
	

	8
	Next Meeting
	AGM proposed for February 2011. 

(MG) stated that meeting room would be available at Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council Offices
	MG to propose date
	MG Confirmed2/12/10
Meeting room Booked
	DATE: 11th February 2011. 

LOCATION: SMBC, Development House, Lombard Street West Bromwich

TIME: 13:00-16:00


�As Acting Chair of the meeting, CF requested that representatives on the National Committees covering Land, Noise & Noise produce brief summary reports in advance of future meetings and where the representative is unable to attend, to just list the agenda items for the upcoming meeting; KT could then circulate them ahead of WM Divisional Meetings, to ensure that Members of the Division can see how EP(UK) is working on their behalf.
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