Envirolink Northwest 

Members of Environmental Protection UK in the North West particularly those who are not regulators should be aware of the work of Envirolink Northwest. It is a “not for profit organisation” funded by the North West Development Agency, the European Union and the Region’s Local Authorities. The organisation’s recycling and waste specialists support North West Regional businesses by working to enhance their competitiveness and to develop sustainable waste management practices.

Free and confidential services include :-

Assistance with identifying local solution providers

Waste contract/tender support

Free distribution of tendering opportunities and 

networking opportunities at “meet the buyer events”

Their website is www.envirolinknorthwest.co.uk
A recent event “Energy from Waste : What about the leftovers?” was held at the Manchester Conference Centre at Sackville Street, Manchester and was attended by the North West Division Secretary, particularly because of the impact of this subject on Air Quality. It is likely that any resulting changing air quality impacts arising from the increasing thermal treatment of waste, will need to be reflected in the Air Pollution Emission Inventories maintained for Greater Manchester, Merseyside and Cheshire.

This five hour meeting was structured around the following to provide a background to the current status of Energy from Waste (EfW) and EfW projects in the North West, where this subject is a rapidly expanding field contributing to sustainability, reducing dependence on existing forms of fossil fuels and promoting energy security:-

“Over the coming years it is estimated that the region could have the capacity to thermally treat 4 million plus tons of waste per year. This generates the question :what about the leftovers? Bottom ash, fly ash, recyclates and excess heat are all by products of the EfW process. Rather than ending life in a landfill site as a waste product, these residual materials can provide an opportunity for recycling and re-use.”

Speakers included Julian Watts from INEOS based in Runcorn, which is working with the Greater Manchester Waste Private Finance Initiative where the company will develop and integrate this activity with existing activity taking brine from Cheshire, using electricity and producing chlorine. It is projected that half the company’s energy demand will be supplied by the waste stream from 2012.  The issues surrounding the scheme’s bankablity where lenders are “risk averse”, the use of adjacent brownfield land for aggregate production from bottom ash and how air pollution control residues  can be managed were all discussed.

Andy Jones from Future Investments explained activity at the company’s 7.5 acre site at Knowsley which is on a 46 acre industrial estate where the company treated air pollution control residues. Their search for a sustainable future for this material which traditionally has gone to landfill includes a desired capacity to process around 160,000 tons per year. He explained the complex evolution of the materials classification in successive different European Directives, the acceptance figure of 150 tons per day at the site and Stage One and Two chemistry which produces useful industrial chemical feedstocks including high strength sulphuric acid and slaked lime. He qualified the way Dioxin formation was prevented  and minimised.

Stephen Taylor from the Environment Agency spoke about regulation and the background to different Directives including the Waste Incineration Directive and the Permitting Regime. He demonstrated how the Bolton thermal treatment plant of Greater Manchester Waste reflected the changes which had occurred where this plant handles 120,000 tons of waste per year producing a net 10.0 MW of electricity per year, enough to power 60,00 houses. He outlined how the plant operates to Permit Conditions controlling dusts, total organic compounds, hydrogen chloride, sulphur dioxide, CO, oxides of nitrogen, Dioxins and heavy metals. He also outlined how activity on site and the content of the recent Health Protection Agency Report on modern incineration generally overlapped giving community confidence.

Peter Griefenberg from Griffin Hill spoke about the different EfW schemes progressing in the Region where in the past his view was that the scientific evidence base had not always prevailed when public decisions had been made regarding the firing of waste steam material in cement kilns. He also referred to the quantities of waste tyres recovered in the Region and referred delegates to the 4NW website should they want more details about EfW schemes in the North West. 

David York of Ballast Phoenix talked about how good quality aggregate should be the key derived from Bottom Ash where he promoted what he called an “elegant solution” which can produce reduced carbon footprint benefits and made a plea that materials in this area should ideally be regulated by Waste Management Regulations re-worded as Resource Management Regulations.

John Bamborough of Optimat talked about heat recovery from waste plants and Combined Heat and Power illustrating his points by reference to the UK Government   Low Carbon Transition Plan and schemes implemented in Lerwick Shetland, William Grant’s Distillery where capital costs were recovered in four years and Glasgow’s City Energy Networks part of Sustainability Glasgow.

Lee Alman from Envirolink and John Bamborough rounded off the day explaining respectively, Envirolink Northwest’s 250 active Network Recycling and Waste Research and Development Members and the NISP Programme.
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