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EPUK is revamping and updating its public 
information leaflets. The instantly recognisable 
blue and white format although “old tech” in 
our modern age, these are proving enduringly 
popular in paper form, with requests to print 
them in batches for distribution via various 
outlets such as libraries and council offices. So 
we have updated many of the leaflets - currently 
there are ten leaflets ready and another 5 in 
preparation covering the work of EPUK’s 

technical committees. Once the new members’ 
only area is ready, these will be available to 
members for download in PDF form at no 
extra charge for printing an distribution as they 
wish.

For the short interim period, prior to the 
members’ only area being up and running, please 
contact EPUK on secretariat@environmental-
protection.org.uk requesting the pdf’s required 
from the list below.

• Biomass and Air Quality (for developers)
• Bonfires
• Contaminated Land and Your Home
• Domestic Smoke
• Fireworks
• Growing Edible Crops
• Light Pollution
• Neighbour Noise
• Noise Pollution
• Using Wood and Coal for Heating

We are working on revising our leaflets for Air 
Quality and a new leaflet covering the storage 
of petrol and oil at home.

David Rudland

EPUK Information Leaflets

Welcome to the first edition of e-news.  
A bi-monthly newsletter, scheduled for 
publication in the middle of alternate 
months. 



The LQC has continued throughout the year to 
monitor emerging issues related to land quality. 
One matter that has received less coverage 
so far concerns the changes to permitted 
development rights, introduced in July last 
year. The Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (Amendment) 
(England) Order 2013 came into force on 30 
May 2013, intended to provide a much expanded 
set of circumstances where developers may 
apply for prior approval for change of use of 
existing buildings.
 
In practical terms, a developer is now able to 
give planning authorities “Prior Notification” of 
certain changes of use rather than applying for 
full planning permission. The process requires a 
developer to make an application to the local 
planning authority for a determination as to 
whether prior approval will be required as to 
the transport and highway impacts, flooding 
risk and (importantly, for LQC) contamination 
risk. There does not (as yet) appear to be any 
indication or guidance from government as 
to the interpretation and application of these 
amendments to the GPDO, and so the position 
regarding the way in which these provisions will 
be applied in practice is not yet entirely clear. 
Understandably there is some difference in 
approach across different planning authorities.  
Examples are emerging of applications being 
refused on the basis of too little information, 
others where “conditions” have been added 
to the prior approval requiring contaminated 
land to be investigated and remediated prior 
to change of use. LQC is monitoring the 
situation.
 
Do you have any experience of this new regime 
in practice? Do you have concerns about 
consistency of its application across different 
authority areas? If so we would love to hear 
from you. Please contact David at LQC on 
land@environmental-protection.org.uk

David Rudland

The focus for Noise Action Week 2014 is 
noise and health and EPUK are encouraging 
all professionals concerned with reducing the 
impact of noise on health to use the week 
to raise awareness of the impacts of noise. 
Environmental Protection Scotland is also 
supporting activity to raise awareness of noise 
too.

NAW is a great opportunity for proactive 
work on noise reduction and we are posting a 
regular blog on our website blog and promoting 
it on Twitter. So far noise committee Vice 
Chair Gareth Hooper, of Gloucester CC, has 
pondered whether EHOs should play a greater 
role in noise prevention - and made the front 
page of Noise Bulletin. Specialists from all 
disciplines are contributing - including Noise 
Tsar Val Weedon, and mediation specialists. 
Coming up we have author and broadcaster 
BBC R4 of Noise, A Human History, Professor 
David Hendy and Mike Goldsmith, author of 
Discord: The Story of Noise.

We aim to provide an information hub through 
Twitter and the website, and would love to 
provide resources to support noise awareness 
raising work, but have insufficient funding to 
do this at this point. We are inviting anyone 
who would like to contribute funds to get in 
touch. Also, if there is an issue you would like 
to sound off about - Noise Action Week are 
inviting contributions to our noise blog.

Read our blog here: http://www.noiseactionweek.
org.uk/news

Follow NAW on Twitter: @NoiseActionWeek
Sign up to the mailing list: noiseactionweek@e
nvironmental-protection.org.uk

Mary Stevens

Land Quality Committee Noise Action Week
19 - 24 May



Last year was the EU Year of Air, a year for 
focusing environmental action on the problems 
of air quality. On 9 December, the European 
Commission held a Conference in Strasbourg 
to mark the end of the Year of Air, organised 
by a consortium of French air protection 
associations. The European Federation of Clean 
Air Associations was invited to attend and to 
give a presentation. John Murlis, the EPUK 
President joined the EFCA President Thomas 
Reichert at the conference and gave a summary 
of discussions from a civic society viewpoint.

It was common ground, he said, that air quality 
had much improved in most of the EU but that 
there continued to be areas where air quality 
continued to be a threat to human health. It was 
disappointing therefore that the Commission 
had not been able to publish its proposed new 
legislation during the year. In the conference 
there was strong support from environmental 
bodies and from MEPS for a more ambitious 
approach to air quality, with reducing particulate 
pollution as a priority. There had been however 
considerable push-back from industrial bodies 
represented and from agricultural lobby 
groups. The conclusion had to be, however, that 
the current clear evidence of harm from air 
pollution, described by WHO, had to be taken 
in to account in priority over poorly defined 
commercial interests. 

Presentation from the Year of Air Closing 
Conference are at http://www.atmoalsace.
net/site/all4cleanerair4all/index_en.php

Subsequently the Commission published its 
legislative proposals. EFCA’s news letter, at   
http://www.efca.net/efca2/uploads/file/EFCA
%20Newsletter%20nr%2019.pdf contains a 
summary and critique.

There is disappointment that the approach to 

EU Year of Air 2013
reducing particulate pollution, a priority for 
human health protection, is still poorly defined, 
failing to provide an adequate framework for 
EU members to enact effective measures to 
protect health against particulate pollution.

John Murlis

A major benefit to EPUK members is the copy 
of Essential Environment plus the licence for 
online access to Essential Environment, with its 
almost daily updates. Both are included in the 
majority of our membership packages along 
with a 25% discount on EPUK conferences and 
workshops.

Our website is currently being up-dated to 
include a members’ only area, where members 
will be able to access publications, reports and 
our information leaflets.

Each EPUK Region will have its own page 
where you will find details of their activities 
and meetings.
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