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Improving Economy?
Improving Environment?

Keeping the environment at the forefront 
of the economic recovery

Thursday 16 October 2014 - Aston University, 
Birmingham

The UK Economy seems to be looking up. If so, 
this is good news for households but is it good 
news for the environment?

Slashing red tape, most recently the dilution of 
the “zero carbon” homes pledge, give rise to 
fears that opportunities to protect and enhance 
the environment are being lost and that there 
may even be a reduction in protection in the 
rush for economic growth.

This Conference will test these concerns in 
the three core EPUK areas of air quality, land 
quality and noise, with presentations from 
leading environment practitioners and through 
expert-led discussions.  It will be of importance 
to members and environmental practitioners 
in local and national government, academics 
and students and those in environmental 
businesses. 

We look forward to seeing you and hearing your 
contribution in Aston this October. 

For further information please contact the 
EPUK Secretariat: secretariat@environmental-
protection.org.uk or by phone 07710 183525 or 
register and pay at: http://www.environmental-
protection.org.uk/events/epuk-events/autumn-
conference-2014/

EPUK Autumn Conference - 
Preliminary Announcement

Noise Action Week 2014
Anti-social and unhealthy noise was the focus 
of this years’ Noise Action Week in May. This 
provided an opportunity for those involved in 
tackling noise problems to draw attention to 
the issues. A social media campaign including 
a regular guest blog from noise specialists 
http://www.noiseactionweek.org.uk/news and 
commentators allowed us to reach a far larger 
audience was reached this year, with website 
traffic and Twitter following and interaction 
nearly doubling.

Over 50 organisations across the UK took part 
- with participants including local authorities, 
housing providers and mediation services. Many 
formed local partnerships including community 
policing teams. In Leicestershire, for example, 
local authorities and police teamed up to 
promote a county-wide message of respect 
and tolerance. In Elmbridge, the local authority 
worked with partners to tour the area giving 
advice and promote a new noise app for smart 
phones. In Bradford, a day long mediation 
workshop was well received. Housing providers 
- including Sovereign in the South West and 
Moseley Housing Association in the West 
Midlands - used the week to encourage tenants 
to be good neighbours.

NAW also enjoyed celebrity support - as 
musician Brain May tweeted support for the week 
- leading to over 400 extra visits to the NAW 
website. Local participants received press and 
radio coverage, and we gave interviews to local 
radio and TV.  We now need to use the success 
of NAW 2014 to build on existing support; fix 
a date for NAW 2015 and secure funding to 
ensure EPUK can continue to support the work 
of local agencies in reducing the impact noise 
has on public health in communities.

Mary Stevens
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Environmental Protection UK 
submits evidence to EAC

The Environmental Audit Committee (EAC) 
has launched a new inquiry to assess action on 
air quality since it warned about the urgency 
of the problem in earlier reports, published in 
2010 and 2011.  The principle aim of the inquiry 
is to establish what progress has been made on 
the recommendations in its 2011 report, which 
identified actions to set priorities and targets in 
Defra’s planning, to improve inter-departmental 
coordination, to provide better support to local 
authorities, and to improve communications 
and public awareness.

The Air Quality Committee of Environmental 
Protection UK has submitted written evidence 
to the EAC.  This raises concerns about the level 
of resources available within Defra and calls 
for an urgent revision to the UK Air Quality 
Strategy that has not been updated since 2007.  
It also calls for a statutory duty to improve air 
quality to be imposed on the Department for 
Transport (DfT) where transport emissions are 
the principal cause of exceedences, and for DfT 
to more actively pursue a range of measures to 
improve air quality.  The submission also draws 
attention to the lost opportunities to gain “win-
win” situations for climate change and local 
air quality interactions, as the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change (DECC) pursues a 
narrow focus on CO2 reductions.  Treasury is 
urged to prioritise issues is that could improve 
air quality and public health, such as a revision 
to Vehicle Excise Duty and fuel duties.
The important role played by local authorities 
is emphasised, but the statutory obligation 
to develop and implement local action plan 
measures must also be focused on those tiers of 
government where the control of the sources 
of emission lie.

Raising public awareness of air quality and 
its impact on health has a huge potential for 
leading to more action or changed behaviour 
to improve the situation. Over recent years, 

there has been a lack of awareness-raising by 
national government over air quality and its 
impact on health, or worse (a recent example 
was during the high pollution episode in April 
this year, when conflicting advice was provided 
from different parts of the government, which 
grabbed more headlines than any constructive 
ideas). 
  
Government documents and statements still 
consistently downplay the impacts of poor air 
quality, and commonly-used statistics hide the 
fact that air quality problems are concentrated 
in densely populated urban areas where the 
health impacts are very large. Premature death 
statistics should be used to communicate the 
impacts of poor air quality, using comparisons 
to other areas of public health concern to allow 
politicians and the general public to understand 
the impact of poor air quality.

A full copy of the written submission can be found 
is at http://data.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/
committeeevidence.svc/evidencedocument/
environmental-audit-committee/action-on-air-
quality/written/10083.pdf

Sarah Legge

EPUK National Competition

for students and recently
qualified professionals

First Prize £500.00

Applications and invited from
students and recently qualified 

professionals in the fields of
noise or air quality or land

contamination.

Closing Date 10 August 2014

Full details available at:

www.environmental-protection.
org.uk/events/epuk-events/
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New Permitted
Development Rights

Mauley announced that the contaminated land 
capital grants scheme for England was to be 
axed. The immediate consequence is that local 
authorities carrying out their statutory duty 
to inspect sites of concern within their areas, 
as set out in the Environmental Protection Act 
1990, are faced with the most difficult choice: 
continue with their statutory duty and risk 
finding a problem needing an expensive solution 
or scale back or cease inspections, despite the 
obligation.

It should be noted that levels of funding 
available from central Government have been 
dropping noticeably for some years now - in 
1996 some £21million per year was available 
for contaminated land matters in England 
& Wales as part of Supplementary Credit 
Approval, rather than direct grants, but with 
similar intent. The 2013/14 Budget was reduced 
to £2m whilst the sites put forward in 2013 
by local authorities and which qualified for 
this money would have required around £4m 
in funding, so not everyone has been able to 
rely on funding even when it was available from 
Central Government.

There is perhaps a glimmer of hope. Lord De 
Mauley’s statement contained reference to the 
possibility of emergency funding that might be 
available, at least in the short term, to the value 
of £0.5m. There is no word yet on how this 
might be accessed though. 

Many local authorities have commented 
that without funds they will be curtailing 
their activities in relation to identifying and 
remediating contamination, but as we have 
seen with recent announcements over already 
identified sites such as Blanefield in Scotland, 
the funding is simply going to have to be 
found where the pressure to do something is 
intense. 

The case of the Scottish housing development 
at Blanefield - story in brief: it concerns a 

former calico works redeveloped in the 1950s. 
Thirteen households were invited to share a 
£633,000 bill for land decontamination after 
the land was identified as contaminated. Then 
suddenly the residents were suddenly showed 
with funds from all directions. 

This story of individual hardship reached the 
mainstream media with the BBC One Show 
running a feature in February, the day of the 
Treasury announcement. In fact EPUK was 
contacted by one of the Show’s researchers 
checking their technical and procedural facts 
about Part 2a. 

With Blanefield a precedent has been set, 
although how it might work in practice is far 
from clear. The circumstances of Blanefield are 
not unique in that there are sites in plenty of 
other parts of the UK where residents have 
been left to foot the bill for past years of 
someone else’s polluting activity. 

Withdrawing grants is about to make the 
business of identifying contamination and 
securing its cleanup so much more difficult. The 
immediate effect is that councils won’t be keen 
on looking for contamination in the first place, 
but where contamination makes its presence 
known it may be that public or political pressure 
will demand funds be redirected from other 
budgets even if that spurs renewed efforts to 
find a responsible party. Be assured that EPUK 
will continue to support the development 
of the Part 2a regime and make the case for 
funding it. 

David Rudland

Following the last edition of E-News where we 
featured the land contamination aspects of Prior 
Approvals in planning “The Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) 
(Amendment) (England) Order 2013”, EPUK 
has updated its briefing note on the subject and 
this can be found in the Land Quality section of 
our website, here:

http://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/
committees/land-quality/papers/

Last December DEFRA minister Lord De 

What now for Part 2a 
Contaminated Land? Will 

local authorities scale back 
identifying contaminated land?
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EPUK Information Leaflets

Garden Bonfires and Neighbour Noise (includes 
the 2014 Anti-Social Behaviour legislation) now 
available as printed leaflets. £15.00 per 100 
inclusive of postages. Both are six paged DL 
leaflets. 

Please email your purchase order to: secretariat 
@environmental-protection.org.uk.

Closing Declaration of
the XVIth World Clean

Air Congress

Cape Town - September 2013

One Atmosphere
From Vision to Action

At the 15th World Clean Air Congress in 
2010 in Vancouver the Union set out its vision 
of ‘One Atmosphere’, in the form of global 
priorities for securing the long-term health 
of the atmospheric environment. At the 16th 
World Clean Air Congress, held in Cape Town 
September 30th - October 4th  2013, under 
the title ‘Many Nations: One Atmosphere’, 
the task was to try to identify pathways and 
measures that could help translate that vision 
into reality. 

The main elements of the vision as it emerged 
in Vancouver were clear: a coherent framework 
for global atmospheric policy and management, 
ultimately embodied in a Law of the Atmosphere, 
which could enhance and protect the health 
of the global atmosphere by integrating 
climate and air pollution policy; balancing the 
immediate need to mitigate pollution impacts 
on health with effective long-term protection 
of the ecosystems on which we depend; and 
providing defences to prevent the atmosphere 
breaching dangerous global boundaries and 
thresholds such as exceeding the 2 degree 
warming threshold.

Identifying effective measures and pathways 
to such an objective is inevitably complex and 
difficult. However the papers presented in 
both Vancouver and Cape Town demonstrated 
clearly that rapid progress is being made in all 
aspects of the atmospheric sciences and policy. 
The challenge in Cape Town was to identify 
how this progress could be used to help make 
the priorities identified in Vancouver concrete 
and actionable in ways which could help move 
the world to some significant degree closer 
to the One Atmosphere goal by the time the 
Congress next meets in Korea in 2016. 

In the light of the results of the Congress this 
Statement sets out the steps that the Union 
considers should now be taken to meet that 
challenge.

The full text of the 2013 Cape Town Declaration 
can be found at:

h t t p : / / w w w. i u ap p a . o r g / n ew s l e t t e r s /
Declaration2013.pdf

© Environmental Protection UK

Oakwood House, 11 Wingle Tye Road, Burgess Hill, 

West Sussex, RH15 9HR

secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk

07710 183525

www.environmental-protection.org.uk
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