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NEWSLETTER  
 

TO ALL OUR ESTEEMED MEMBERS AND SUPPORTERS:  
HAVE A SUCCESSFUL, IF CHALLENGING, NEW YEAR! 

 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 
 

Annual Conference 2020 Plans Under Way 
         Our team is already making arrangements for the Annual Conference. 

The date for your diaries is Wednesday 18th November 2020. 
After much deliberation and taking your feedback into consideration,  

we have decided to return to Aston University. 

News in Brief 

Annual General 
Meeting 

 

A reminder here that our 
next AGM is on 26th 

February at the City of 
London Walbrook Wharf 

Offices. We will advise you 
further of the keynote 

speakers in the February 
Issue of Newsletter. Do come 

along and meet the team. 

New Trustees 
 

As some of our Trustees 
are about to retire, we 

invite anyone who would 
like to take up this 

prestigious and 
rewarding role to contact 

our Chair Christopher 
Fry at: 

cchfry@btinternet.com 

One Day Seminars 

One-Day regional seminars 
are being organised by 

Christopher Fry. The first 
successful seminar was 

held on15th January 2020 
at ALS Hawarden. 

Christopher would 
welcome suggestions for 
more topics for this year 

and suitable speakers. 

  
MEMBERSHIP 

We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its services to 
your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from membership. Follow 
the link below for more information regarding types of membership and associated cost.  

https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 

Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmental-protection.org.uk; 
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EPUK delivers the first regional conference of 2020  

15th January at ALS Life Sciences  

Hawarden Laboratory in North Wales.

The one-day seminar and laboratory tour 
including a buffet lunch was generously 
hosted by Greg Adamson Sales Manager 
UK of ALS Life Sciences supported by Josh 
Jones from his Team. It attracted 22 
delegates to hear presentations by the 8 
speakers. This will be the ‘must go to 
event’ each year and ALS are pleased to 
be associated with EPUK. 

It was essentially a contaminated land 
event with the majority of delegates from 
private consultancies, but it also attracted 
delegates from local 
authorities of Wrexham, 
Dudley MBC, 
Staffordshire Moorlands 
& High Peak District 
Councils.  

For the first time there 
was a joint presentation 

by Rebekah Norbury Cheshire East 
Borough Council and Anthony McNicol of 
Stoke-on-Trent City Council describing 
their roles as Contaminated 
Land/Enforcement Officers; this helped 
the private consultants to understand the 
role of local authorities as Regulators of 
the contaminated land regime. 

Christopher Fry updated delegates about 
both land & air issues for EPUK. He also 
outlined the ambitious programme of 
2020 regional seminars to be held at 

Birmingham University, 
British Geological 
Survey HQ, Keyworth 
and Jacobs Engineering, 
Cardiff. He also referred 
to the next meeting of 

the Land Quality 
Committee on the 30th 
January in 

Rebekah Norbury,
Cheshire East Borough Council
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Birmingham and the Annual Conference 
being planned at Aston University on the 
18th November 2020. 

There were further speakers from a 
variety of different organisations. 

Mike Plimmer of Geotechnical 
Environmental Associates gave a thought-
provoking paper on the need to consider 
the routine handling procedures for 
samples adopted by laboratories (The 
Blue Book) and to critically assess the 
results to see if they are representative by 
taking sufficient samples.   
 

Bridget Plimmer of Golder Associates 
(UK) described the legal requirements of 
Waste classification of soils and spoke 
about the AGS Guidance to which she was 
a contributing author.  

Matt Askin of GGS highlighted the need 
for continued vigilance regarding ground 
gas since the dangers were so 
dramatically shown by the destruction of 
a house at Loscoe in 1986. He stressed the 
need for careful monitoring of ground 
gases to ensure that a comprehensive 
assessment is obtained in advance of any 
housing developments. 
 
The last presentation by Ed Thomas of  
Robert Bosch described how changes to 
traffic movements could improve air 
quality with examples of actions in 
Putney and Stuttgart. 

 

Copies of all the presentations will be 
provided for delegates and they will be 
uploaded to the EPUK website. 

 
We look forward to more Regional Seminars later in the year. Keep checking your 

emails and the Environmental Protection UK website for more details. 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

EPUK Land committee meets at Jacobs Engineering Offices in Birmingham on the 30th 
January. Contact David Rudland for details: land@environmental-protection.org.uk; 

The LQC will discuss current issues and have a presentation by Dr Darren Beriro of the 
British Geological Survey on the topic of dermal availability of polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons. Members are welcome to attend but must give notice first. 

Ed Thomas 
Robert Bosch

Bridget Plimmer 
Golder Associates
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And a further reminder about our AGM 

The Annual General Meeting is on 26th February 2020 at the City of London Corporation 
Offices. Ruth Calderwood has kindly volunteered the venue at Walbrook Wharf. The 
keynote speakers have yet to be finalised but could focus on health effects of ultra-fines 
and other pressing hot topics.  Acting President Lord Witty will be invited to introduce the 
event. Final details, times, speakers etc., as promised in our February Newsletter. See you 
there! 

 
 

Like Us, Love Us, and Visit Us on: 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/epuk5,  
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/groups/8448926/   
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/envprotectionuk/  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

 

Air Quality Bulletin has reported in its December issue that 19,000 ULEZ 
notices have been appealed. Freedom of information requests show that 

19,000 penalty charges issued for driving in the London ultra- low 
emission zone have been successfully appealed. 
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