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NEWSLETTER
EPUK AND COVID-19 TIMES
Whilst we gradually ease away from the Coronavirus Pandemic lockdown, the
EPUK secretariat and committees have been beavering away to further our
charity’s mission. Non more so than the Executive Sub-Committee which has been
meeting each week via Zoom to consider alternative arrangements for our Annual
Conference planned for Wednesday 18 November 2020. It is probable the event
will be held entirely on-line and we look
forward to your continued support
during these difficult times.
In order to assist the membership, the
Super Early Bird delegate rate has been
extended until Tuesday 30th June. So
early booking is encouraged for our
flagship event.

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
Great Britain coal free
for 2 months

Petrol Station
Forecourts Guidance

Noise Pollution
Complaints

This month we report on
Great Britain’s energy
generation and the increase in
reliance on renewable energy
generation and gas.

Our EPUK guidance of Petrol
Station Forecourts has been
produced under the brief of
our Land Committee and we
are keen that it should reach
as wide an audience as
possible.

Many Local Authorities,
including Cornwall and
Birmingham, have reported
a huge surge in noise
complaints since lockdown
began. Read more below.

New next month – Interesting Complaint of the Month

‘My neighbour’s cat meows loudly in the morning and wakes up our dog which then barks.
I’m sure it is doing this deliberately. Can you come round and stop this happening?’
Please send us any strange, outrageous or downright ridiculous complaints you have
received. Obviously, remove any names or identifying personal information. Email to
info@environmental-protection.org.uk
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Petrol Station Forecourts Guidance
Those of us who have been involved with petrol station issues are well aware of the
complexities involved. Therefore, the new EPUK Petrol Station Forecourt Guidance, produced
under the direction of David Rudland, is very welcome.
An EPUK team of volunteer professionals
has been busy producing a new guide for
brownfield developers, specifically for
those who are planning to build on
redundant petrol filling stations. This has
been produced now because we
anticipate alternative fuels will make
many of the 8500 retail forecourts
currently in the UK surplus over the next
5-10 years or so. Repurposing this kind
of brownfield site presents particular
challenges of the sort that drive some
developers to seek greenfield sites.
Therefore, we felt that some readily
available practical guidance might give
confidence to those reluctant to take on a
redundant forecourt. The guide is also
partly in response to some unfortunate,
and in a one instance tragic, events
involving groundworkers removing
disused fuel tanks and highlights the
safety precautions that are required over
and above many other construction
operations.
The 29-page guide describes how petrol
stations were constructed, operated, and
decommissioned, outlining particular
issues around decontamination and
signposting towards further guidance.
Tips for good practice and case studies
appear throughout. The guidance is no

substitute for professional advice but we
intend that it will provide an overview of
the process for developing these
ubiquitous sites. It highlights the safety
issues involved and encourages good
practice. Some readers will recall the
comprehensive series of guides produced
by the erstwhile Department of the
Environment some 25 years ago, the
"Industry Profiles" series, covering
garages amongst many other industries.
The EPUK guide is written in the spirit
(no pun!) of these, for the 21 century.
The guide will be circulated to EPUK
members initially. Shortly after that, it
will be available on our website.
David Rudland
Immediate Past Chair,
Land Quality Committee, EPUK
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Noise Pollution Complaints
Complaints about noisy neighbours have
gone up by almost 50 percent during the
Covid-19 lockdown. According to
research by the BBC, out of 51 councils
across the UK who responded to a request
for figures on noise complaints, 44
reported some kind of rise. Leeds City
Council recorded the biggest rise. It had
1,171 noise complaints in April,
compared to 780 over the same period
last year. Many other councils have also
seen increases in the number of
complaints received.

Birmingham is one area where emotions
are running high under lockdown. Council
officers received 1,073 domestic noise
complaints – such as barking dogs, music,
television and anti-social behaviour between March 23 and May 6. This is an
82 per cent increase on the figure for the
same period in the previous year (588)
and comes at a time when people may be
more aware of noise around their home
during work hours.
Despite the increase in numbers,
Birmingham is actually not as badly
affected as other areas. Figures collected
by the Chartered Institute of
Environmental Health (CIEH) and
published by Public Health England (PHE)
show Birmingham had a rate of 5.2 noise

complaints per 1,000 people in 2018/19.
This is actually below the national rate of
7 complaints per 1,000 people. Maybe it
just feels worse in the current situation.
There is a similar picture all over the
country: Brent Council received almost
300 complaints in April, which was a 92
per cent increase on the same period in
2019. The council was contacted over a
variety of issues, including loud music,
children playing and construction noise.
Cllr Tom Miller, responsible for
community safety and engagement at
Brent Council, urged residents to be
patient when it comes to follow up as they
have received unprecedented levels of
complaints and resources have been
prioritised due to coronavirus.
One council giving sensible advice on
their website is Chesterfield: “The council
can't take legal action for noise issues
based solely on complaints; for legal
action to take place, the noise must be
witnessed by one of our qualified officers.
“Chesterfield can be a noisy place and not
all noise will be determined as ‘illegal’ or
causing a statutory nuisance.
“For a noise to be a statutory nuisance it
must have a material harmful impact on
the normal, reasonable use of the
premises; it is not enough that the noise is
just annoying or irritating to an
individual. The law doesn't give an
absolute right to peace and quiet.”
So, noise complaints in towns and cities
are on the increase. However, is it the
level of noise which is increasing or are
people simply noticing it more as they
work from home? What do you think?
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Great Britain goes coal-free for two months
Great Britain has gone more than two
months without generating power from
coal. Electricity demand has plummeted
due to Covid-19. The temporary closure
of many factories and increased levels of
homeworking have seen demand for
electricity plummet by an average of 15 to
20%. Combined with this reduction in
demand, renewable energy sources such
as solar and wind, have contributed more
than ever to the National Grid. Sunny and
windy weather this spring has further
reduced the need for coal.

The coal-free period beats the previous
record of 18 days, six hours and 10
minutes set in June 2019 in England,
Scotland and Wales; Northern Ireland is
not part of National Grid.

Not an entirely rosy picture
Not to put a dampener on what appears
to be a green success story, the shortfall
has been made up not just from
renewables. Despite the British power
grid last using electricity from coal-fired
power stations on the afternoon of 10
April, Britain has since then relied mainly
on gas power, another non-renewable
fossil fuel.
Furthermore, although Great Britain is
celebrating two months without coal

power now, the trend has not really
changed significantly. It was the same in
2019 when the country went a total of 18
days without using coal-fired power. The
summer of 2019 saw isolated days of coal
use, but the overwhelming majority was
coal-free.

The death knell for coal-fired
power stations

A decade ago, just 3% of the country's
electricity came from wind and solar, the
rest was from fossil fuels. Renewable
energy has enjoyed an upsurge and now it
accounts for closer to 20%. Meanwhile
Britain’s abandonment of coal has been
happening, relatively quickly. The country
generated 39% of its power from coal as
late as Q1 2013. Five years later, this was
down to 8%. The last coal-fired power
stations are due to close by 2025. This is
great news for environmentalists as long
as our gas consumption does not increase
to compensate. Instead the use of
renewables, especially the relatively
untapped hydro sector, needs to make up
the shortfall.
Based on an article in ‘Power Technology’ on
5th June 2020. To read the full article follow this
link: https://www.powertechnology.com/features/no-coal-uk-powergreat-britain-transition/
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS

Wind turbines contrast with coal power plants in Bergheim, Germany. EU money
will help workers in coal-heavy industries into new roles.
The Guardian reports this month that ‘the European commission has put down a marker for the world
with its green recovery package. It sets a high standard for other nations, using the rebuilding of
coronavirus-ravaged economies to tackle the even greater threat of the climate emergency, in principle
at least.
With the world fast approaching the point when climate chaos becomes inevitable, how the trillions of
recovery dollars – or euros – are spent is a use-it-or-lose-it moment, so what the EU does really matters.
Climate change is a global crisis, meaning all nations must act and some must lead the way.
Under Donald Trump, the US is slashing green protections while the biggest polluter, China, is sending
mixed messages by backing coal power stations as part of its recovery. The UK, host of the next critical
UN summit, has been all but silent.
The EU’s plan seeks to pour money into emissions-busting sectors: €91bn (£81bn) a year for home
energy efficiency and green heating, €25bn of renewable energy, and €20bn for clean cars over two
years, plus 2m charging points in five years. Up to €60bn will go to zero-emissions trains and the
production of 1m tonnes of clean hydrogen is planned’
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