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NEWSLETTER
CONFERENCE GOES INTERNATIONAL!
Latest Conference News. As mentioned in our July Newsletter, our Virtual
Conference on 18-19 November will enable it to go international for the first
time. It will also permit national delegates to participate without the need to
travel or encumber accommodation expenses. As a result, it promises to be an
especially well-attended event. Make your colleagues aware, as well as those
you collaborate with internationally, so they do not miss out. Conference 2020
will be an excellent showcase on how we advance environmental protection
here in the UK Sign up now to take advantage of the Early Bird Rates:
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/events/epuk-events/annualconference-2020/

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
Land Quality Committee
Meeting
Robin Lancefield, LQ chair, is
hosting a virtual committee
meeting on 16th September.
Contact him for the agenda on:
robin.lancefield@jacobs.com

EFRA Response

EPUK Leaflets Update

Our written evidence to the
EFRA Committee on the
opportunity to reduce
pollution has been
submitted by Dr David Muir
and is summarised below.

We are now in the process
of updating our much
sought after EPUK
information leaflets. Once
complete, they will
available on our website in
the resources area.

New EPUK Information Leaflets
Ruth Calderwood has come up with a new template for our valuable information
leaflets. Therefore, we are nearly ready to go with "Bonfires", "Solid Fuel",
"Fireworks" and "AQ & CC". "Road Traffic" still needs more work to bring it up to
date. David Muir and Ruth report that this new approach will mean much less work in
keeping these guidance documents up to date in the future. This is by no means a
small task and Trustees are really grateful to Ruth, David and Sarah Legge for their
efforts to date. Watch this space.
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'Once in a lifetime' opportunity to reduce pollution –
Written evidence submitted by Environmental Protection UK
Did the UK Government’s 2019 Air
Quality Strategy set out an effective and
deliverable strategy to tackle the UK’s
poor air quality and address the issues
raised in our 2018 report? Has the UK
Government put in place the necessary
structures and resources to deliver its
strategy?

address and to anticipate emerging air
quality problems, most notably the issue of
ultrafine particles (UfPs). We also believe
that there is now an opportunity to
critically examine the whole Limit Value
concept and develop a proper, health
based, system for assessing and managing
air quality.

Although the 2019 Air Quality Strategy
(AQS) did contain many good aspects it fell
a long way short of what EPUK believes is
necessary to improve air quality in the UK.
In particular we feel that the AQS places
too great an emphasis on action by local
authorities without the resources, whether
financial, staffing or legislative, to achieve
the desired outcomes.

What progress had the UK Government
made on reducing air pollution and
enforcing legal pollution limits before
the COVID-19 pandemic?

Will the Environment Bill provide
England with a robust legal framework
to define and enforce air quality limits?
EPUK is strongly of the opinion that the
Environment Bill as it currently stands is
inadequate to properly address the
challenges posed by air quality.
In
particular:
It is absolutely essential that the Office for
Environmental Protection (OEP) is a
totally independent body.
There should be no “special exclusions”
from the requirements to consider
environmental principles.
EPUK believes that Air Quality Standards,
by whatever name, for the UK should be
unequivocally based on the latest WHO
Guidelines. Furthermore, we believe that
the UK has an unrivalled opportunity to

EPUK is firmly of the opinion that, although
there has been some progress, relatively
little has been achieved by Government
action at either national or local level both
in reducing air pollution and enforcing the
existing air quality standards. There are a
number of reasons for this given in our
main report.
What does the early evidence from the
COVID-19 pandemic say about the
impact of poor air quality on health, and
health inequalities for disadvantaged
communities and other at-risk groups,
and possible policy responses?
Any answers to this question must, at
present, be at least in part speculative.
We would like to raise is the question of
whether
exposure
to
higher
concentrations of air pollution makes the
exposed population more susceptible to
contracting Covid-19 and, when/if
infected, can it increase the severity of the
infection?
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Secondly, Italian research has suggested
that particles can act as a vector for the
Covid-19 virus.
The whole issue of links between social
deprivation and exposure to poor air
quality is far more complex and nuanced
than is generally accepted. EPUK is aware
that the Air Quality Management Resource
Centre at the University of the West of
England, Bristol has done a considerable
amount of work in this field.
What are the current and emerging
risks and opportunities for air quality
posed by:
a) short-term policy and societal
changes in response to the pandemic,
for example changes to transport to
reduce the risk of transmission.

b) medium and long-term actions to
promote economic recovery.
EPUK believes that the lockdown has
illustrated that there are many
opportunities for reducing the need for
travel for work purposes. We feel that
there is an extremely strong case for a
comprehensive review of at least two
major infrastructure projects (Heathrow
and HS2) and for the prioritisation of a
third (100% fast broad band and mobile
phone coverage).
There are three other relevant issues that
we would like to draw to the Committee’s
attention. These are:
 the complexity of air quality post Covid-19,
 ultrafine particles, and
 the importance of indoor air quality.

From our mailbox
This interesting email was received this month and your comments would be welcome.
Email: info@environmental-protection.org.uk
Dear EPUK,
EPUK has a big role to play in the new governmental anti-obesity-campaign: Noise and structural
noise is a source of obesity, also because of sleep deprivation caused by vibrations etc.
As a Dane I contact you because I dote on British health research and products. Sadly, most
environmental NGOs are still fixated on chemical sources to pollution and health issues, mainly.
Physics, acoustics combined with health research must catch up now, as modern products are new
sources of detriment to health in city living and in proximity to industrial compounds.
Product lab tests check one item at a time. However, in residential buildings as many as 100 sources
of noise can be impacting homes simultaneously, not even counting traffic or building machines.
Britain produces and exports millions of appliances, ventilators - and car ACS or whatever it is called,
when low temperature at night set off brisk car ventilation causing major structural vibrations of
walls, floors, and beds nearby!
Monthly vibration-noise control and linear measuring paid by city councils plus law induced
instalment of vibration dampeners should be part of the obesity campaign. More health and acoustics
research should be carried out in residential city areas, in homes, and published worldwide. There is
an urgency to this, as the numbers of noisy home products are recently rocketed and installed
without checks and sufficient isolation kit. Pardon my English.
All the best!
Yours, Pia Jacobsen,
Denmark
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Virtual Conference 2020 Line-Up
The confirmed speakers and topics for Conference so far are as follows:
Day One
William Wilson, Wyeside Consulting, and Professor Eloise Scotford, UCL, will
give an update and commentary on the Environment Bill.
Neil Wait, Environmental expert advising the HS2 project, will present his
findings on assessing and resolving environmental challenges.
Professor Stephen Holgate, University of Southampton, newly appointed
Clean Air Champion, will update Conference on progress for clean air action.
Dr Ian Mudway, Kings College London, will give an assessment of new
research in health impacts of noise and quality.
Mary Creagh, former Chair of Cross-Party Environmental Audit Committee,
will present on why we can make environmental policies that work now.
Day Two
Steve Forster, Remedia Group Ltd, and Chair of Joint Industry Working Group
in Soil and Asbestos and C & D Materials, will give an update on the new AGS
guidance on asbestos.
David Rudland, former EPUK Chair of Land Quality, will introduce a major
new EPUK publication on decommissioning of petrol/diesel forecourts.
Dr Tom Henman, lead investigator from RSK, commissioned by the Scottish
Government, will update on the CO2 disaster involving former coal mines in
Gorebridge in 2014.
George Gibbs, Noise Consultants Ltd, will present on noise mapping: potential
further uses and opportunities.
Oliver Bewes, Noise Manager, Infrastructure Directorate, HS2 Ltd, will
discuss noise issues associated with the high-speed train project.
Dr Antonio Martinez, Salford University, will talk about Environmental Noise
after Covid-19: Issues and Opportunities
It is guaranteed to be two days of interesting and informative presentations and
discussion. There will be opportunities to meet exhibitors and other delegates
online. Don’t miss out, sign up today and take advantage of these Early Bird
Rates.
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/events/epuk-events/annualconference-2020/
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MEMBERSHIP
We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of
membership and associated cost.
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/
Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing
info@environmental-protection.org.uk

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS

Build, Build, Build
The Daily Mirror reports: ‘Boris Johnson says he’ll tear up planning
regulations in a bid to help Britain build its way out of the coronavirus crisis.
The Prime Minister will change the rules to allow commercial properties
including office blocks to be converted into flats more easily. But the move
follows “horror stories” about tiny, cramped homes being created through
office conversions - some less than 14 square metres’…
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