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NEWSLETTER  

 

 

AGM  2021 on Wednesday 24th February 
Although this will be our first virtual AGM, our bill of fare will include 
both the business aspect of the meeting followed by a guest lecture as 
usual. Experience gained from the Annual Conference in November 
2020 also stands us in good stead. For example, the event will be 
recorded and members will be able to engage in discussion following 
what promises to be a highly stimulating presentation. The link on 
how to join in and full details of the programme will be given in our 
February Newsletter. 
 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 
 

Vehicle Idling Noise & 
Air Pollution 

 

We draw your attention 
this month to the Welsh 
White Paper published 

this January looking 
forward to a future Clean 

Air Act for Wales and 
additionally on a similar 

subject a citizen-led 
campaign on engine idling. 

Asthma Ruling 
 

We provide the view of 
an environmental 

lawyer on the court 
case brought by the 
parents of Ella Kissi-

Debrah, where air 
pollution was 

registered for the first 
time in the UK as a 

contributing factor on 
her death certificate. 

Noise Action Week 
Returns for 2021! 

 

Noise Action week is 
back on the agenda and 

a budget is already 
being set for the event. 
Robin Whitehouse and 
Alan Bratt along with 

Mary Stevens are busy 
looking into its scope 
and scale. Details to 

follow.  

EPUK Merchandise 

Our new and exclusive products are now available to order online. Choose 
your product, size and colour and it will be delivered directly to your home. 
Order your environmentally friendly presents with a donation to EPUK. 
https://ohmcharities.org.uk/shop/environmental-protection-uk/ 
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Ella Kissi-Debrah Inquest Verdict and Air Pollution 
 

In some ways, the amount of coverage in the press on the tragic Ella Kissi-
Debrah court case allied with the many organisations now pressing the need 
for better air quality in the UK, is a positive advance and a reason for 
optimism. The various press campaigns for cleaner air including those of The 
Times and The Evening Standard are also to be applauded. So, this month, after 
the landmark ruling in December 2020, when air pollution was registered for 
the first time in the UK as a contributing factor on Ella Kissi-Debrah’s death 
certificate, William Wilson makes some observations and notes some of the 
implications: 

‘On 16 December 2020, Southwark Coroner’s Court found that air pollution 
made a “material contribution” to the death of 9-year-old Ella Kissi-Debrah, 
who lived near the South Circular Road in Lewisham, London. 

This followed a ground breaking report by Sir Stephen Holgate in 2018, which 
concluded that there was a “real prospect that without unlawful levels of air 
pollution, Ella would not have died.” The difference in that report was that it 
went beyond the statistics which are commonly discussed, such as the 40,000 
premature deaths thought to be caused in the UK each year by air pollution, 
and attributed the death of a named individual to that cause. Why that has not 
happened before, given the volume of the statistics and excess deaths from, for 
example London smog down the years, in an unresolved puzzle. 

We would like to pass on sincere sympathy to Ella’s mother and family. 
Respiratory high care wards can be scary places, and for Ella to have been in 
hospital 27 times at her age is hard to imagine. What is not hard to imagine, is 
that when acute asthma is ‘angry’, almost anything can trigger an asthma 
attack, including high pollution days – many people with the condition will 
know that as a fact. 

Mandatory air quality standards were applied by EU law which also applied in 
the UK. They will now be determined by the machinery set out in clauses 1, 2 
and 71 and Schedule 11 of the Environment Bill, which is due to conclude its 
passage through the House of Commons shortly. 
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The test will be whether the new provisions for setting targets for selected air 
pollutants deliver more, or less, certainty as to whether air quality standards 
have been met, and whether they do anything to resolve the ‘legal stand-off’ 
between the powers of national government and the responsibilities of local 
government. MPs and peers need to focus on that, and to deliver a law that sets 
high standards for air quality, and makes delivery of those standards a shared 
responsibility of all public authorities with relevant responsibilities.’ 

William Wilson is a Barrister and Director of Wyeside Consulting Ltd. 

So, one conclusion for the longest, most connected and successful charity 
involved in this enterprise, EPUK clearly needs to continue its own scientific 
and regulatory demands towards an effective Environmental Bill. It also needs 
to be seen as an air quality champion by both professionals and the public 
alike. And in the years to come, when interest in the subject might wane, we 
will need to maintain our focus with cleaner air quality as a strategic policy 
issue. 

Noise and Air Pollution from Engine Idling 

Martin McVay, Policy Advisor (Noise, Chemicals 
and Local Air Quality) of the Environment and 
Communities Division for the Welsh Government, 
has notified EPUK that on 13th January the Welsh 

Government published a White Paper looking towards a future Clean Air Act 
for Wales.  

He draws our attention to the draft proposals for 
enhanced vehicle idling measures/powers (increased 
fixed penalties, statutory guidance for local 
authorities, etc.) on pages 26-29 of the consultation 
document, linked to consultation questions 11-14, are 
an area where they are looking to take forward air 
quality and noise/soundscape policy together in an 
integrated fashion. They are just as interested in receiving consultation 
responses relating to idling noise, such as where legislation/guidance can 
most usefully be improved to reduce noise annoyance linked to idling, as they 
are to have views on the air pollution angles. 
 



Environmental Protection UK January 2021 

 

4 | P A G E  
 

So, members, don’t be silent on this issue. Please feel free to bring this to the 
attention of any colleagues of EPUK who may have views on government 
policy on vehicle idling, whether from a noise or an air quality perspective, or 
both. The website addresses below provide the background and link to the 
consultation.  
English language White Paper Version at: https://gov.wales/white-paper-clean-air-wales-
bill 

And Covid Report at: https://airquality.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
01/Clean_Air_Advisory_Panel_report-Impacts_of_the_Covid-
19_pandemic_on_air_quality_in_Wales_English.pdf 
 

And Welsh language Versions at: 
https://llyw.cymru/papur-gwyn-ar-fil-aer-glan-cymru 

and: 
https://airquality.gov.wales/sites/default/files/documents/2021-
01/Clean_Air_Advisory_Panel_report-Impact_of_the_Covid-
19_pandemic_on_air_quality_in_Wales_Cymraeg.pdf 

 

On a similar subject Katherine Vidler notifies us that she hopes to gain as 
much support as possible with a petition demanding the active enforcement of 
the law which prohibits engine idling. Her enquiries with local residents (in 
Bedfordshire) have revealed that schools and 
supermarkets are widely believed to be the most 
prominent locations for such offences to occur.  This 
is a problem which does not appear to be addressed 
seriously at present by local councils. Although they 
have the power to fine individuals who do not switch 
off their engines when asked, equally, they do not 
seem to have the resources to patrol areas where this 
is a common problem. 

The link to Katherine’s petition is below, as she feels it would be of great 
benefit if those in our profession were able to lend support to this citizen-led 
campaign. 
 
See: https://www.thepetitionsite.com/en-gb/784/957/406/lets-stop-being-
idle-lets-start-switching-off/ 
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MEMBERSHIP 

 Recommend EPUK and its expert policy analysis and information on air 
quality, land quality, waste and noise. 

 Promote EPUK’s vision of a cleaner, healthier and more tranquil 
environment for all in the UK. 

 Follow the link below for more information regarding types of 
membership and associated cost. 

https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 
 Ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmental-

protection.org.uk 
 

Published by Environmental Protection UK 
Email: info@environmental-protection.org.uk 
Web: www.environmental-protection.org.uk 

Charity registered in England and Wales number 221026; 
in Scotland SC040990 Company Limited by guarantee, 

registered in England and Wales, number 594860 
Reproduction of items is permissible subject to acknowledgment to EPUK 

 

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

 

The Times reports this month that resident’s groups will put their case to 
the High Court on February 12th as part of a judicial review against road 
closures imposed during the pandemic. The High Court has already ruled 

against the widespread closures of roads, designed to promote cycling and 
walking in London, as ‘unlawful’. Cases will be heard against the 

introduction of ‘low-traffic neighbourhoods’ in the Boroughs of Hackney, 
Ealing, Hounslow, Lambeth and Croydon. Residents of Edinburgh are also 
threatening their own legal action against plans for 4 miles of segregated 

lanes across the city. Lack of adequate public consultation seems to be a key 
factor in both cases. 


