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 NEWSLETTER  
 

 

VIRTUAL EPUK ANNUAL CONFERENCE NOW AVAILABLE 

 

Due to rising Covid numbers and the reservations of some potential delegates, 
EPUK Trustees have made the decision to offer an online option of this year’s 
Conference. 
Obviously, there are many benefits of attending in person including 
networking with other professionals in your field, meeting in person with our 
valued speakers, and seeing demonstrations from our exhibitors. And we 
would love to see you all after such a long break. 
However, if you would like to take advantage of the online option, register and 
pay in the usual way EPUK Annual Conference 18th November 2021 
Sponsored by Bosch UK -register here.  
Then email Vanessa on secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk for the 
link to the Conference.   

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 
 

ENVIRONMENT BILL 

With the Environment 
Bill entering its final 

stages, Air Quality 
Committee has set up 

a working group to 
carry out a stock take 

of our 12 ASKS and 
decide upon the next 

steps. See AQC 
Meeting…. 

 
  

CONFERENCE 
PROGRAMME 
EPUK’s Annual 

Conference 2021 to be 
held at Aston 

University on 18th 
November is all but 

now finalised. 
Click here to see the  

programme:  
 

EPUK CONFERENCE 2021 
Programme  

 

NOISE ISSUES  
For our esteemed 

noise practitioners, 
we remind you this 

month of the 
valuable Noise 

Bulletin publication, 
and The Bottom 
Rung. This is the 

magazine of the UK 
Noise Association. 

Check out John 
Stewart’s latest 

offerings…… 
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THE UK NOISE ASSOCIATION 
We notice in the latest issue of The 
Bottom Rung, the magazine from the 
UK Noise Association, that there are 
a number of particularly interesting 
articles. For example, since the introduction of a 30 kph speed limit in Brussels 
in January of this year noise pollution from road traffic has halved. There has 
also been a 25% reduction in deaths and serious injuries and an explosion in 
the number of new cyclists (over the last two years). For more information, go 
to: https://www.thebulletin.be/reportshows-zone-30-having-positive-effect-
road-safety-brussels 
 

Paris, Brussels, Wales, and Scotland, are among the many places across the 
world where 20 mph (30kph) is becoming the norm for built-up areas. The 
benefits are considerable: reduction in road danger, noise, pollution, emissions 
and the cost to the taxpayer. It’s easier to walk and cycle. The benefits are so 
clear that renowned transport expert, Professor John Whitelegg, called 20mph 
limits ‘an unstoppable force’ in conversation with Rod King, the man who has 
done so much to put them on the international agenda: 
https://vimeo.com/609891191 
 

For more information on 20mph check out h 
http://www.ukna.org.uk/uploads/4/1/4/5/41458009/the_bottom_rung_autu
mn_2021.pdf 

To read this month’s magazine in full, go to: 
http://www.ukna.org.uk/uploads/4/1/4/5/41458009/the_bottom_rung_autu
mn_2021.pdf 

Noise Bulletin is edited by John Stewart who would be delighted to receive 
items of interest to noise practitioners at: johnstewart2@btconnect.com 
 
BONFIRE NIGHT Remember, Remember… 
With more likelihood this year of a significant 
number of major firework displays being organised 
and smaller community events too, it seems timely to 
remind you all of our EPUK firework guidance. 
Members can obtain this for free at: 
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/resource/fireworks/ 
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AND WHILST ON THE SUBJECT OF 
NOISE… 
 

UECNA is holding a number of Noise 
Webinars as follows: 
 

Topic: Noise Monitoring 
Speakers: Martin Kessel describes the European Aircraft Noise Services (EANS) 
– www.eans.net  
Environmental Acoustician Giulio Marsigli, on the work he has done with 
residents at Bologna Airport 
Thursday 11th November, 6 - 7pm (Paris time). Followed by questions and 
discussion. The zoom link will shortly be available from www.uecna.eu  
 

Topic: Performance Based Navigation (PBN) Speakers: Ian Jopson, Head of 
Sustainable Operations at NATS: the worldwide move towards Performance-
Based Navigation (PBN). 
John Stewart, Vice-Chair UECNA: how Heathrow has involved communities in 
designing its PBN routes.  
Wednesday 24th November, 6pm (Paris time). Followed by questions and 
discussion. The zoom link will shortly be available from www.uecna.eu  
 
AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE 
The EPUK AQC met on Tuesday 19th October where the focus was on their Air 
Quality and Climate Change Project which is due to be aired at our Annual 
Conference in Birmingham on Thursday 18th November. Attention was also 
paid to the Environment Bill which should become law before Christmas. A 
working group has been set up to carry out a stocktake of EPUK’s ASKS 
(successes and disappointments), and consider our next steps. Derek Osborn 
is heading up this team. 
 
LAND QUALITY COMMITTEE 
EPUK’s Land Quality Committee met on Thursday 7th  October on Zoom noting 
the Environment Agency’s consultation on changing groundwater permitting, 
details of which are given below. It was also reported that the planned regional 
virtual seminar in spring this year on reuse of waste soils was cancelled, mainly 
due to lack of delegates and speaker availability. The plan is to rearrange this 
in the new year.  
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The vexing question of what to do with landfill materials 
that prevent development was further discussed. These 
wastes are often located in environmentally sensitive 
areas such as on coastlines and in land drainage systems. 
The group will consider this thorny issue further in its 
subsequent meeting. But in the meantime, members with 
views on this topic are strongly encouraged to contact 
Robin Lancefield at: robin.lancefield@jacobs.com 

FREE LAND WEBINARS 
From Karen Toomer we learn of free webinars on radon and ground gases, and 
Nitrate/Phosphate and Sulphate neutrality, which is relevant to housing 
developments. For more details, please contact Karen at: 
karen.toomer@publicagroup.co.uk 

VIRTUAL CONTAMINATED LAND CONFERENCE 

CIRIA have developed a virtual contaminated land 
conference that’ll take place on 24 November 2021 
(www.ciria.org/CLconf21). 
They feel that this would be of interest to our members 
and appreciate our assistance in promoting the 
conference to you all. Those interested should contact 
Jordon Riley for more details at: Jordon.Riley@ciria.org 
 

IChemE WEBINARS  
  
Webinar: Planning for Flexibility; In-situ Remediation of a Former Timber Yard 
Treating Persistent Organic Pollutants - 27 October at 10:30 BST 
 

Utilising in-situ remediation techniques to treat a mix of persistent organic 
pollutants using ISCO and colloidal activated carbon. 
An historic former timber yard was demolished, and an office facility built in 
the early 1980s, was impacted with high levels of petroleum hydrocarbons and 
a mixture of pentachlorophenol, trimethyl tin and pesticides (lindane, dieldrin 
and aldrin, amongst others) thought to be a result of the timber yards 
industrial practices.  
Webinar: Environmental Challenges - Nigerian Refinery - 4 November 10:30 
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Refineries activities are impacting our environment negatively and, have 
become a global concern because of the existential greenhouse gases, and 
other pollutants they emit. It has become necessary to mandate refineries to 
abate this negative trend in the period to 2050 to meet the zero-carbon goal. 
This requirement is brokering major challenges for the  
 

Refineries and this webinar aim to engage stakeholders to take action and 
meet these challenges, by way of a roadmap which includes but is not limited 
to policies, standards, investments, design, new and improved technologies 
and techniques they can develop/deploy to mitigate the challenges. 
 

Register to attend either of these webinars at: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/2477873008960612624 
 
REGULATING FOR PEOPLE AND GROWTH 2020 REPORT 
Chris Lowe advises that the Environment Agency’s Regulating for People 
Environment and Growth 2020 Report and the associated data is now available 
here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/regulating-for-people-
the-environment-and-growth-2020 
 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY CONSULTS ON 
GROUNDWATER 
David Rudland notifies Newsletter of the 
Environment Agency consultation on changing groundwater permitting. It 
would be of interest to EPUK members mainly in relation to groundwater 
cleanup, such as discharge of treated groundwater from remedial solution 
activities directly back into groundwater. It is proposed to simplify 
environmental permitting in this respect. See as follows: 
 

Dear Consultee, 
Consultation on amendments to the Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) 
Regulations 2016 as applied to groundwater activities and related surface water 
discharge activities. 
We are writing to invite your views on nine proposed amendments to the Environmental 
Permitting (England & Wales) Regulations 2016 as applied to groundwater activities and 
some related surface water discharge activities. This consultation is being carried out by 
the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs and will be open from 
Wednesday 29 September to Wednesday 22 December 2021. 
You can view the consultation here: https://consult.defra.gov.uk/water-
quality/amendments-to-the-epr-for-groundwater 
Responses should be received by Wednesday 22 December 2021. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its 
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from 
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of 

membership and associated cost. 
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 

Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmental-
protection.org.uk 

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

 

Any number of current and significant Noise issues are highlighted by Jack Pease in the 
October edition of Noise Bulletin. These include: 

 Independent aviation noise body disbanded 
 Ramps removed to cut motorbike noise 

 Drone noise included in future transport probe 
 ICCAN abolition explained in more detail 

 UKNA bemoans cuts to environmental health services 
 Playground noise sufferers told to go to Magistrates 

 Lockdown drop in flights cuts noise 
 Old folks’ noise is disruptive, inspector says 

 MoD flight noise claim dismissed by High Court 
 Wales rescinds Covid noise relaxations 

 Harlow uses single justice procedure for noise nuisance. 
 

Noise Bulletin current headlines (empublishing.co.uk) 
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