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NEWSLETTER  
 

 

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE  
 

 
 

AND COMPLIMENTS OF THE SEASON TO ALL OUR HARD 
WORKING MEMBERS 

ESSENTIAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

EPUK is to take back 
the production and 
sales of our much-
valued Essential 
Environment in 
2022. Read on… 

COMMUMNICATIONS 
TO BE REVAMP 

Our Comms Team is 
currently busy taking 
stock of the way we 
communicate with 

and offer to our 
members. Significant 

changes and 
improvements are 

planned… 
 

AVIVA INCOME 
Thanks to your 

generosity, we have 
received funding to 

support our updating 
project of linking Air 
Quality with Climate 
Change Actions. See 
our update on this…  
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ESSENTIAL ENVIRONMENT IS COMING HOME! 

Christopher Fry, Chair of Trustees, reports that 
Essential Environment is to be transferred back to 
EPUK in January 2022. We are currently seeking 
sponsorship for the online service which can then be 
offered from March 2022 as part of a membership 
package. This long running publication is moving 
from a hard copy to online making it highly 
accessible to members who opt in for the service.  
It covers UK and EU environmental protection 
legislation and regulation in all our policy areas of 
Land, Noise and Air. It is regularly updated and has 
traditionally been of great value to all involved in 
environmental management.  
 
Effective environmental management is one of the biggest challenges faced by the public 
and private sectors today. Whether you are a local authority, small business or multi-
national enterprise, we all operate in an increasing regulated environment and without 
access to the right information, operations and reputation can be adversely affected. 
Essential Environment Online has been designed to help businesses, local authorities and 
education establishments keep track of developments in UK and EU environmental policy 
and regulation. It provides a clear, simple information and guidance at your fingertips. In 
fact, it is the only reference resource on environmental legislation you will ever need. 

How can Essential Environment Online help you? 

 Stay up-to-date with the latest developments in legislation 
 Increase your knowledge of regulatory constraints 

 Translate complicated terminology into simple information 
 Manage environmental risk and liabilities more effectively 

 Understand the application of environmental services 
 Evaluate the impacts of projects more carefully 

 Meet your corporate social responsibility obligations 
 Improve your public image and reputation 

 Keep track of changes to UK and EU environmental policy 
 Regulate more effectively 

So don’t get caught out, make sure that you include Essential Environment when you 
renew your EPUK membership. 
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AVIVA SUPPORT FOR AIR QUALITY & CLIMATE CHANGE PROJECT 
At the December Air Quality Committee Meeting, 
Sarah Legge, our AQ Chair reported that 
Chapters 1-6 of our 2013 AQ/CC Guidance had 
been largely updated with a reasonable set of 
case studies. Ruth Calderwood, EPUK Trustee, 
had also provided a template for the information 
sheets. This project was formerly launched at 
our November Conference at Aston University 
and a valuable amount of funding secured from the Aviva bid. The Chapter 7 Technical 
Update will be challenging especially in view of the voluntary nature of the team. 
However, the Aviva funding will enable some of the remaining work to be outsourced. In 
view of the need for speed, the next meeting of this group is set up for January 13th at 
11.00am.  

EPUK will report the progress on this project in the Newsletter as it develops, as it will 
become a must-have in the coming critical years towards Climate Change mitigation and 
vital improvement in Air Quality nationally . 
 

EPUK COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 

Ruth Calderwood and her 
Communications and Marketing team 
are busy reviewing the way we 
communicate to members. She is now 
ably assisted by our two new Trustees 
Neil MacDonald and Barney Larkin who 
have considerable professional 
experience in this field. The nature of 
EPUK’s Membership Offers, Website, 
Essential Environment, Conference, and 
Regional Seminars are all under 
detailed examination. The results will 
be impressive… and we will report on 
them during 2022.  

If you have any comments or suggestions, please let us know via email to 
secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk 
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WAS YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE SUSTAINABLE? 

Zoe Wood of The Guardian reports that according to the Carbon 
Trust, a 6.5ft artificial tree is responsible for about 40kg of 
greenhouse gas emissions – which means you need to reuse it 
for about 10 Christmases to keep its environmental impact 
lower than buying a real tree every year, depending on the 
materials used in the fake tree. 

Around two-thirds of an artificial tree’s carbon footprint is the 
plastic it is made from. So those who bought one made out of 
recycled materials or a pre-owned one, did best. 

Next time, if it is a real tree you want, the British Christmas Tree 
Growers Association  (BCTGA) advises you opt for one grown 
nearby. Its website, British Christmas Tree Growers Association 
(bctga.co.uk), has a useful directory to help you find a company 
where you live. 

Do think carefully about disposal too after 12th night… 

EPUK AGM GOES VIRTUAL FOR 2022  
 
Owing to the Omicron Covid variant and its 
propensity for spreading in the London area, 
Trustees have decided that our AGM is to be 
held virtually this year, The date for your diary 
is Wednesday February 23 at 2.00pm  Details 
of the guest speaker and topic will be 
announced in the February edition of 
Newsletter. 
 

EPUK CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS AVAILABLE SHORTLY 
After the success of the Conference in 
Aston in November, our speakers have 
given permission for their presentations 
to be made available to members and 
friends. PDF versions are on the website 
now and the recordings will be available 
in February via a YouTube link. Look out 
for the email with the relevant links 
within the next week or so. 



Environmental Protection UK   December 2021/January 2022 

 

5 | P A G E  
 

OTHER NEWS IN BRIEF 

Our EPS colleagues in Scotland were 
naturally taken up with COP26 in November 
and report that they had a busy and 
productive two weeks’ during the COP26 
climate change summit in Glasgow. A 
number of media outlets sought our views on 
the conference and EPS launched the e-
leaflet, ‘Pursuing the Triple Win in a Scottish 
context.’ The e-leaflet which was the work of 
a team comprising Policy Officer John 
Bynorth, Admin and Events Officer Clare 
Carruthers, EPS trustee Professor George Morris, with contributions from Professor Jon 
Fairburn, Staffordshire University and Dr Tim Taylor, University of Exeter, achieved 
notable coverage in The National newspaper.  

The e-leaflet followed on from the success of EPS’s ‘Triple Win’ webinars in 2020/21 by 
examining further the links between health, equity, wellbeing and the environment. 
During COP26, John was interviewed by BBC Radio Scotland twice, and BBC Radio Wales – 
the latter interview took place on his doorstep at 6.30am by a broadcaster who had driven 
to Glasgow from Cardiff to test the range of an electric vehicle! 

Our social media channels were busy with ‘live’ tweets from key set-piece events, 
including the opening plenary and Barack Obama’s speech. www.ep-
scotland.org.uk published a number of articles, including an announcement to limit 
methane emissions, the surprising China-US agreement to limit climate change and the 
COP26 visit by a US Congress delegation, led by the House of Representatives’ Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. 

John gave a presentation about air quality and climate change to around 160 Secondary 
Four pupils at Belmont Academy in Ayr. The event took the form of rotating series of 
quick-fire presentations with different classes brought in to hear the EPS presentation for 
20 minutes before they were whisked to another classroom to listen talks by Sally Fulton-
Foster, the head of Christian Aid in Scotland and speakers from Eco-Congregation 
Scotland, the Humanist Society, Glasgow University and UNESCO Biosphere Dumfries and 
Galloway. The event was part of the students’ moral studies curriculum work and it was 
hugely rewarding to be involved. 
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EPS CLEAN AIR DAY 2022 
DATE ANNOUNCED 

 

Clean Air Day 2022 is to take place on 
Thursday 16th June. 

EPS has already heard of several potential events that are being planned and if you or 
your organisation would like to be involved, email admin@ep-scotland.org.uk – mark 
‘CLEAN AIR DAY’ in the subject header - and we’ll add you to the campaign mailing list as 
the campaign gathers momentum. 

For 2021 Clean Air Day participants, there’s still time to complete our survey monkey 
feedback form. It takes only a few minutes and provides us with valuable information as 
we compile the evaluation report and prepare for 2022. 

Click this link to access the survey 
monkey https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D8FKJHT 

 

 

EPUK MEMBERSHIP 

There is wide range of benefits for members, including the opportunity to 
effect Government policy on air quality, land quality and noise.  

Get involved in EPUK campaigns and training and become a member today. 
 

Recommend EPUK and its services to your colleagues and any organisation 
you feel would benefit from membership.  

Follow the link below for more information regarding types of membership 
and associated cost. 

https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 
 

Ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing  
secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk 
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 
 

 

Reasons to Hope for the Climate 
The Guardian reports that the archbishop of Canterbury has urged the public 
not to despair over the climate crisis as he said there are “real reasons to 
hope” in 2022. 
Justin Welby used his new year message on BBC One to address the issue, 
following a year in which the UK hosted the UN’s climate summit in Glasgow. 
“When it comes to climate change, it is tempting to despair,” Welby said in 
quotes aired on BBC Radio 5. 
“But there are real reasons to hope. People of every background are 
campaigning and working for justice.     
“Important steps were taken at the Cop26 summit. World leaders recognise 
the problem.  
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