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NEWSLETTER  
 

 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2022 

We are now planning for this year’s National Conference, which we expect to 
be a “hybrid” event, in October. As usual we are inviting comments from 
previous Conferences to guide us in the formation of the programme. If you 
haven’t already, please send your comments about Conference past and future 
to secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 

 
 
 

CONFERENCE 2021 
PRESENTATIONS 

ONLINE 
Our Annual Conference 
2021 presentations are 

now on-line as PDFs and 
YouTube. 
Read on… 

CONFERENCE 
RESOURCES 

Next month we dip into 
our EPUK Annual 

Conference resources    
and our archives to 

spotlight presentations we 
hope  will interest and 

inform you. 
 

EPUK AGM 2022 
ADDRESS 

Our EPUK President 
Professor Jim Longhurst 
will address the AGM on 

Wednesday 23rd February.
See details below…. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2022 

In view of the continuing uncertainty over COVID-19, this year’s EPUK AGM on 
Wednesday 23rd February will be virtual. The business agenda will be followed 
by a presentation from our President Professor Jim Longhurst of the 
University of the West of England. His talk will focus on; ‘The environmental 
challenges and opportunities in Local Authorities’. Details on how to 
attend the AGM from the comfort of your own offices and/or homes have been 
circulated to members but if you need the Zoom link again, please let Vanessa 
know by emailing secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk. 
 
Professor Jim Longhurst is Professor of 
Environmental Science and Assistant Vice 
Chancellor for Environment and 
Sustainability at UWE, Bristol. He leads 
the university’s sustainability agenda 
ensuring that sustainability 
considerations are present in the 
university’s teaching, research, campus 
operations and civic engagement work. 
His 35-year research career has focussed 
on air and carbon management and urban 
sustainability.  
As well as being President of Environmental Protection UK, his national roles 
include Vice President of the UK Institution of Environmental Sciences, chair of 
the Board of Directors and Trustees for the Environmental Association of 
Universities and Colleges (EAUC) and Director of the Bristol Green Capital 
Partnership CIC. He co-chairs Bristol’s Advisory Committee on Climate Change, 
chairs the University Advisory Group supporting South Gloucestershire 
Council’s climate action programme and on behalf of the EAUC serves on the 
Climate Commission for UK Higher and Further Education. 
 
All the relevant papers for this meeting can be found here: EPUK AGM 2022 
Resources 
 



Environmental Protection UK   February 2022 

 

3 | P A G E  
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 2021 

The Trustees are conscious that the Society holds 
valuable resources that should be made readily 
available to our members. In this regard our 
communications team have just recently put in 
much effort to make the 2021 Annual Conference 
Presentations readily available on-line. So, we are 
pleased to announce that the EPUK Annual 
Conference 2021 Presentations are now available 
as PDFs via our website. Go to: 
EPUK Conference 2021 Presentations PDF 

And for those who prefer the recorded versions, they are also on YouTube. 
Here’s the link: EPUK Conference 2021 Presentations video 

NEW AIR QUALITY GUIDELINES 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WHO has released a revised set of Air Quality Guidelines which can be read in 
full here: WHO Air Quality Guidelines 2021.  
There is increased stringency for a number of the pollutants covered by UK Air 
Quality Standards. Probably the most notable (and controversial) amendment 
is the revised Guideline value for PM2.5. of 5 ug/m3 , with a series of 
intermediate targets. This has become the focus of debate and the key matter 
raised in a recent meeting convened by the UK Clean air Champions. 
 

EPUK is participating, with other bodies,  in the Clean Air Champions initiative 
on the new Guidelines. Trustees would be interested in comments from EPUK 
members and associates, in particular on the measures that will be needed in 
the light of the new Guideline for PM2.5.  
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PROMOTING OUR MUCH-VALUED RESOURCES 

As well as our unique Conference 
presentations and information brochures 
which are available on our website, we also 
have a tremendous amount of valuable 
information in our archives. We plan to 
highlight individual papers in the 
Newsletter to both tempt potential new 
members and to promote the excellent 
research work undertaken by the members 
of Environmental Protection UK. The first of 
these items is due to be published in our 
March Newsletter. Watch this space!  

 
EPS CLEAN AIR DAY 2022 DATE REMINDER 

EPS Clean Air Day 2022 is to take 
place on Thursday 16th June. 
EPS has already heard of several 
potential events that are being 
planned and if you or your 
organisation would like to be 
involved, email   admin@ep-
scotland.org.uk  – mark ‘CLEAN 
AIR DAY’ in the subject header - and they will add you to the campaign mailing 
list as the campaign gathers momentum. 
For 2021 Clean Air Day participants, there’s still time to complete the survey 
monkey feedback form. It takes only a few minutes and provides EPS with 
valuable information as they compile the evaluation report and prepare for 
2022. 
Click this link to access the survey monkey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/D8FKJHT 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We are keen to welcome new members, affiliates and sponsors. Please 
recommend EPUK and its services to your colleagues and any organisation you 

feel would benefit from membership. Follow the link below for more 
information regarding types of membership and associated cost. 

https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 
Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing secretariat@environmental-

protection.org.uk 

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

 

LOCKDOWN CLEANER AIR SAVES LIVES 

Lawrence Sleator reports in The Times this month on modelling research 
undertaken by the EU’s Copernicus Climate Change Service. They calculated 

that the level of NO2 was reduced by up to 60% in some major European Cities 
when comparing February 2019 with the following July 2020, after many cities 
had been in lockdown. The European Environment Agency estimates that NO2 
normally contributes to some 50,000 premature deaths across the European 
Union. London was one of the cities that avoided most deaths due to its size. 

Rochelle Schneider of the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine who 
collaborated in this work said that ‘Government policies decided during the 

spring and early summer of 2020 gave us a unique opportunity to study a ‘real-
life’ scenario with lower pollution levels.’ 
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