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NEWSLETTER  
 

 

Keep an eye out for the 2022 Conference Programme and 
our Early Bird Rates. We look forward to seeing at 

Warwick, in person or online. 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE  
 

 

AQC NEW CHAIR 

Air Quality Committee 
is to appoint a new 

Chair with a sharing 
role. Contact Sarah 

Legge if you are 
interested in taking on 

this role. Details 
follow… 

 

 

 

AIR QUALITY AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

PROJECT 
Our revised Air 

Quality and Climate 
Change Guidance 

document has 
gathered a head of 

steam thanks to 
external funding and 

support from 
consultants. More 

inside…    

 IT’S WARWICK! 
This year’s Annual 

Conference will be a 
hybrid event at 

Warwick University 
on Thursday 13th 

October. Plans are 
well under way. 

 Read on… 
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EPUK ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2022, WARWICK UNIVERSITY  

Our Annual National Conference this year will be at Warwick University 
on Thursday 13 October 2022. Our Executive Sub-Committee has been 
working on the organising process which begins immediately after the 
proceeding event, once all feedback has been taken into consideration. This 
will once again be a hybrid conference with live presentations and video 
streaming for those unable to travel to Warwick. This approach worked very 
well last year where delegates from overseas were grateful to be able to 
attend the sessions from their own countries, The working theme title will be 
centred around Working to Towards Net Zero with plenty to inform those 
working in our three policy areas of air, land and noise.  

The facilities at Warwick are generous with a main room, a syndicate room, 
space for exhibitors and a lounge area. Ample carparking and hotel facilities 
are onsite too. 

More information will be included in our monthly newsletters as the 
programme for this must-attend event is established. 
 

 

Warwick Conference Centre Lounge.  

All it needs is you! 
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EPUK AGM 26th FEBRUARY 2022 

In his AGM report, Chairman of Trustees Christopher Fry, updated the 
meeting on important current work. As the new Environment Act 2021 is a 
high priority for the Society, the President had arranged a zoom call with 
Dame Glenys Stacey on 2nd March. She is the Chair of the newly created 
Office of Environmental Protection which takes over the role as independent 
watchdog which was carried out by the European Court of Justice when the 
UK was an EU Member State. It is envisaged that this will establish a good 
liaison between the Society and this Government watchdog. 

One key development this year has been for the Society to take back 
ownership, free of charge, of the online version of ‘Essential Environment’ 
with effect from the 1st January 2022. This valuable reference text had 
originally been published as the Pollution Handbook by the former National 
Society for Clean Air before being sold to ILM. One licence has already been 
purchased by a lawyer and it is also being promoted by Environmental 
Protection Scotland, our sister charity.  

The EPUK President, Professor Jim Longhurst, gave a presentation on the role 
of Local Authorities (LA) in providing environmental protection. He 
considered changes in the capability and competency of LAs to deliver 
environmental protection after a decade or more of austerity and the impact 
of the pandemic.  He used two examples to explore the role of local 
authorities in delivering environmental protection: managing air pollution 
and responding to the climate emergency To see the full presentation, click 
here: https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/Jim Longhurst AGM 

The EPUK continues as a volunteer-led Charity with 
the Board of Trustees comprising very busy 
professionals who give their time & expertise entirely 
free. He paid tribute to them all, noting at the same 
time that EPUK urgently needs new and younger 
Trustees.  
To read the full minutes, click here: AGM 2022 draft-
minutes/ 
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AIR QUALITY AND CLIMATE CHANGE GUIDANCE 

Our Air Quality and Climate Change Guidance project has recently made 
significant progress thanks to the successful Aviva bid for funding and 
additional support offered from Air Quality Consultants. Work by our COMMS 
team led by Ruth Calderwood with support from the City of London, have 
handed over the final stages to Alaric Lester who is updating chapters 1-6 
which should be ready by the time you read this. Tim Williamson is working 
on Chapter 7. The all-important case studies are also being supplied and 
prepared by members of Air Quality Committee. Alaric will also pull the 
whole document together for circulation before release.  

This has been a major enterprise with unstinting overall guidance by Sarah 
Legge and her Air Quality Committee, for which EPUK owes her a debt of 
gratitude. At a time when local authorities are increasingly being handed the 
baton to deal with air quality and climate change issues, hard-pressed towns 
and cities in the UK will find this document a highly valuable resource. We 

will advise further on its release date in 
Newsletter when it is known.  

We are not alone of course! Around the world, 
C40 mayors and the cities they lead are taking 
ambitious, collaborative and urgent climate 
action that aligns with science-backed targets. 

 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES IN THE AIR QUALITY 
COMMITTEE 

After her outstanding commitment to Air Quality 
Committee as Chair and Vice Chair for over 10 years, 
Sarah Legge is to take a step back in order to pursue 
other opportunities and allow others to lead. After an 
earlier significant stint, she took back the reigns when 
then Chair, David Muir had to resign due to family 
caring duties.  
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In recent years the role has become extremely unwieldy combining the duties 
of both Chair and notably Policy Officer for Air Quality, a significant change 
from the days when EPUK formerly employed its own staff member. 
This role will now be split between a small team, with each person fully 
responsibility for a single AQC priority (with specific tasks still delegated to 
the wider committee). These are, at present: legislation and effective 
implementation; air quality and climate change; and planning. We are looking 
for volunteers to lead or assist on these priorities, particularly around 
legislation, with a number of active consultations and workstreams, and the 
opportunity to engage with government. If you would like to be involved, 
please contact: secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk  
Newsletter will report on this development further once all participants are in 
post.2021 - Presentations 
 

NOISE ACTION WEEK 2022 CANCELLED  

Unfortunately, due to a lack of funding, it has been necessary to cancel this 
year’s Noise Action Week. It will be back bigger and better next year. Robin 
Whitehouse, the EPUK Noise Chair, says he is disappointed but hopeful that 
with sufficient funding, EPUK will be able to resurrect the campaign next 
year.  

Mary Stevens, the coordinator of the event in previous years agreed that 
funding needs to be in place and that “For maximum chance of reaching a 
wide audience the parameters for NAW need to be set well in advance - 
ideally a year, minimum 6 months.”                

She added that, “Part of the challenge of running NAW has been the nature of 
noise - in that it has many sources and impacts. The focus therefore has 
generally been on activity around changing attitudes to noise and fostering 
better understanding of its impacts - and I believe we were successful in 
raising the tone (no pun intended) of the debate and raising the profile of 
noise as an unhealthy pollutant.” 

Let’s hope that EPUK can find a suitable sponsor for this valuable campaign. 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its 
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from 
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of 

membership and associated cost. 
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 

Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmental-
protection.org.uk 

AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

Noise Bulletin is No More 

 
 

Noise Bulletin was a unique and much valued subscription-only newsletter 
produced by Jack Pease for those working in the UK on environmental noise. 
Disappointingly, it had to close in March this year owing to the collapse of its 

core Local Authority market during, Austerity cutbacks and the Covid 
Pandemic. It is still possible, however, to obtain free copies of back issues by 
logging in to the Noise Bulletin website at: www.empublishing.co.uk/noise 

We are certain that our members will want to thank Jack for all the work he 
put in on this key policy area for EPUK and for which we owe him a great 

debt of gratitude.  
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