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NEWSLETTER 
 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 

 

Bosch becomes an EPUK Gold Member 
 

We are delighted to report that Bosch, the German multinational 
engineering and technology company, has taken up  

Gold Membership of EPUK.   
In welcoming this development, Trustee John Murlis noted, ‘Bosch share 

many environmental synergies with us and having them aboard strengthens 
our industrial perspective and expertise.’ 

  

Air Quality Committee 

We are focussing on 
The Draft Environment 
Bill and other potential 
legislation. Letter sent 
to Environment 
Minister.  

Land Committee 
 

Seminars scheduled for 
after the summer.  
Changes to Planning 
Practice Guidelines. 
CLR11 updates. 

Noise Committee 
 
New Committee Chair 
urgently needed. Contact 
Christopher Fry for 
details on 
info@environmental-
protection.org.uk 

  

  

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS ANNOUNCED 
Look out for the second flyer outlining some 
the speakers for the Conference at 
Edgbaston Park Hotel, Birmingham in 
November. Book your place now to avoid 
disappointment. 
www.environmental-protection.org.uk/events/epuk-
events/epuk-annual-conference-2019/ 
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AIR QUALITY POLICY COMMITTEE 

There is no sign of the Environment Bill yet, and the 
rumours circulating (Defra are silent) are that it 
won't be out until October, or next year at the 
earliest. So, our Air Quality Policy Committee 
meeting, which was scheduled to fit into Defra’s 
original timetable, will be rearranged to meet in the 
autumn. Hopefully by then there will be more clarity 
on it with further lobbying opportunities and other 
AQ work.  

In the meantime, we have produced an 
Environment-wide paper based on the AQ briefing 
produced by the Air Quality Committee. It is available 
here: https://www.environmental-
protection.org.uk/epuk-environment-bill-asks/ 

Please do let our Air Quality Committee, know of any 
stakeholder engagement or events that we can link 
into to promote this further through Sarah Legge 
and/or David Muir, 

The IAQM have requested an update to the joint 
EPUK/IAQM AQ Planning Guidance. We are working 
on this issue and will report back in the autumn. 

There is also a Heathrow 
consultation out now, until 
13 September. See details at 
https://www.heathrowcons
ultation.com/consultations/. 
It focuses on Heathrow’s 
proposals for the future 
layout of the airport, 
including the new runway 
and other airport 
infrastructure such as 
terminals and road access.  

 

NOISE POLICY COMMITTEE 

The Noise Committee is in need of some help. The Chair has resigned and the Deputy in
hospital. Noise is an important part of the Society's brief  and we are asking existing    
members of the Committee to assist us in resurrecting the Noise brief. Please let us       
know if you could help in the short term by contacting us at:  
info@environmental-protection.org.uk.  
We would also like to you’re your opinions regarding the issues you face either as  
a local authority professional or as a private consultant. 
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LAND POLICY COMMITTEE 

The Annual Regional Seminars at ALS Global Laboratory at Hawarden in North Wales 
and the British Geological Survey HQ at Keyworth in Nottinghamshire are being re-
scheduled for dates in September & October to allow for professionals to return from 
their summer holidays! Whilst these events have in the past offered papers mainly on 
land quality issues, they also include topics on air quality especially by local authority 
speakers who have the challenging role to deliver cleaner air in their towns and cities. 
Details will be circulated during this month. They will be offered free to EPUK 
members but at a reasonable fee for non-members. We hope that they will attract a 
good audience as the recognised speakers give their time for free despite very busy 
work commitments. 

Separately, related technical guidance will be 
found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/la
nd-contamination-technical-guidance 

Meanwhile, and slightly older news, you’ll 
probably be aware that an update to CLR11 has 
been published, in June (see my last "news"): 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/land-
contamination-how-to-manage-the-risks 
The Environment Agency is behind this and is 
seeking comments on the new structure, which 
is of course has been designed to comply with 
the .gov format rather than as a standalone 
document. I would like to collate any comments 
our group has and feed these back to EA before 
the consultation period expires at the end of this 
year.  
The important point here is that the original 
CLR11 was produced in 2004 and never 
updated. It was archived from GOV.UK in 2016 
as part of the smarter guidance project and left a 
vacuum because by being archived it does not 
represent official EA or government guidance. 
The current web-based format will stay with us 
– because of new accessibility laws that the EA 
must meet. It is now known as “Land 
Contamination: Risk Management (LCRM)”. 
 

There have been some significant changes in 
the availability and content of official 
Government guidance on contaminated land. 
Firstly, there is new contaminated land 
planning policy guidance available on the .gov 
website. The Ministry of Housing, Communities 
and Local Government (MHCLG) has published 
changes to various parts of Planning Practice 
Guidance (PPG). The guidance includes revised 
sections on a wide range of topics such as plan-
making, the green belt, noise, housing needs of 
different groups and land affected by 
contamination. This was update in late July and 
can be found here. 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/land-affected-
by-contamination 
The guide includes: 
 What is the role of planning when dealing 

with land which may be contaminated? 
 Are concerns about land contamination 

relevant to neighbourhood planning? 
 How do you determine whether land could 

be contaminated? 
 Should planning permission be refused if 

there are concerns about land 
contamination? 

 What is a contamination risk assessment and 
what can it contain? 

 Unacceptable risk 
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EPUK’S ASKS FOR THE ENVIRONMENT BILL 
Environmental Protection UK has positively supported and promoted pollution reduction policies 
and practices since its inception over 120 years ago. We are concerned about any ‘roll-back’ in 
environmental protection and we are asking the government to ensure the Environment Bill 
delivers the following actions which we believe will go some way to ensuring that environmental 
protection will not be compromised. 

1. Forms a strong and independent oversight body, with the powers to legally require effective action 
by central government and all public bodies to improve the environment and protect health, comply with 
legal duties, and implement consequences of equal strength to the current system (including EU fines for 
non-compliance). It is also noted that the proposed OEP will have oversight over wider environmental 
regulation (including legislation not derived from EU law). We emphasise the importance of a fully 
funded oversight body with the ability to fully discharge its duties. We request that funding of this body is 
not to the detriment of other, existing environmental regulatory bodies. 

2. Fully integrates environmental protection principles and rights into UK law  from the EU treaties, 
as well as new modern principles such as non-regression, to apply to the discharge of the functions of all 
public bodies; and the rights to access environmental information, participate in environmental decision 
making and access to justice in environmental matters. 

3. Sets stringent and non-regressive targets for environmental protection, with any supporting 
legislation having sufficient flexibility to address emerging issues and new scientific evidence, with 
support to go beyond these to deliver further health benefits. These should keep up with the most 
stringent of WHO and other international standards and timescales going forward. There should also be a 
requirements for monitoring environmental metrics, which should as a minimum stay in line with the 
European and other international monitoring requirements. 

4. Furthermore we would ask that all parts of government be instructed to take action wherever 
they have control or influence on pollution impacts and sources. 

a. National government must provide national narrative, political priority and action on overarching 
and wide-spread problems, as well as providing support for others to take appropriate action; this is not 
limited to Defra, but must include work by DfT, MCLG, BEIS, HMT and DoH. 

b. regional authorities and other bodies must take action to address pollution from sources they 
influence or control; and 

c. local authorities must address local issues and local implementation of national and regional 
measures (with the appropriate political, financial and expert support). 

The EPUK Air Quality Committee have also compiled more detailed comments on air quality aspects of 
the Environment Bill. This is built on work the committee has carried out on the national Clean Air 
Strategy, NO2 National Plan and local air quality management.  
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

  

The UK throws away 10.2 million tonnes of food a year - 
one of the highest waste rates in Europe. But, from 
cocktails using coffee grinds to foraging for your supper, 
these eco experts are on a mission to stop the rot.  

 
To read more about this issue go to 
https://www.standard.co.uk/lifestyle/esmagazine/food-waste-warriors-a4185491.html 

MEMBERSHIP 

We are always looking for new members. Please recommend 
EPUK and its services to your colleagues and any organisation 

you feel would benefit from membership.  

Follow the link below for more information regarding types of 
membership and associated cost. 

https://www.environmental-
protection.org.uk/memberships/ 
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