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NEWSLETTER
AGM 2021
Our first virtual AGM on Wednesday 24th February will commence at
10.00 am. You should have already received the papers and
programme from our secretariat by email. Full details on how you
can attend and/or give apologies for absence are given below.

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
Annual General
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Progress on
Trustees

With Neil Macdonald
In the month when
being the latest recruit
Harvard and UCL
to our Trustees, we
Universities tell us that
99,000 UK deaths in 2012 have almost completed
the strengthening of our
were linked to fine
skills set. We thank all
particles, it is timely that
those who applied for
Professor Sir Stephen
the positions, as we
Holgate, will address our
now have a sound
AGM on his work as Clean
footing to take the
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Society forward.

We Will Meet Again
in 2021!
Plans for a return to the
University of Aston for
our Annual Conference
are being formulated as
we go to press. The
venue is booked and the
date for your diaries is
Thursday 18th
November. More details
will be noted in
Newsletter as soon as
they become available.

EPUK Merchandise
Our new and exclusive products are now available to order online. Choose
your product, size and colour and it will be delivered directly to your home.
Order your environmentally friendly items with a donation to EPUK.
https://ohmcharities.org.uk/shop/environmental-protection-uk/
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Annual General Meeting
As Defra’s Clean Air Champion, Professor Sir Stephen
Holgate will update us on his progress in this critical
role. He will also address the meeting on the outcome of
the re-opened inquest into the tragic death of Ella
Adoo-Kissi-Debra in 2014, following a long campaign by
her mother. Whilst we await the Coroner's decision,
indications are that he will indicate a causal link with
traffic pollution. This should provide us with a unique
opportunity to explore further the points raised last
month in our Newsletter feature by William Wilson. He
will be able to inform members on progress, or lack of
it, on the Government’s new Environment Bill.

Professor Sir Stephen Holgate

To join the meeting 15 minutes before the start:
Time: Feb 24, 2021 09:45 AM London
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/93792433586?pwd=aHgwckZDQnlxQjdoekRNblg4Wlg1dz09

Meeting ID: 937 9243 3586
Passcode: 530952
For more information or to give apologies for non-attendance, please email
Christopher Fry on: cchfry@btinternet.com or
Vanessa Tanner on secretariat@environmental-protection.org.uk
You can find the AGM Agenda, the minutes of last year’s meeting and the
Financial Report and Accounts for the year ending 31 st March 2020 on our
website:
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/resource-category/agmpapers/
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Our New President is Chosen by Trustees
Trustees have now voted to recommend to the
AGM on the 24th February that Professor James
Longhurst is elected as the new EPUK President.
As background, Professor James Longhurst
(PhD, MSc, FIEnvSc, FHEA, CEnv, CSci, HonFSE)
is Assistant Vice Chancellor, Environment and
Sustainability, and Professor of Environmental
Science, Faculty of Environment and Technology
at the University of the West of England. He has
been a loyal supporter of the Society for many
Professor Jim Longhurst
years and has served as a Vice-President.
We offer our sincere thanks to Lord Larry Whitty, our former President, who
has patiently acted as a caretaker President whilst we searched for a
successor. His briefings and advice as a Member of the House of Lords have
been invaluable and we sincerely hope that he will continue as a VicePresident of the Society.

Meet our New Trustee Neil Macdonald
We are delighted to welcome Neil Macdonald as a
trustee to EPUK. Neil brings over 30 years of
marketing experience as a new Trustee with
Environmental Protection UK. He has worked
predominantly in the Brewing, Wine & Spirits sector
in roles covering UK and global remits. During this
time he has covered Commercial and Brand Director
responsibilities and more recently was in charge of a
number of Whisky and Gin Visitor Centres.
Neil is both a Keeper and Master of the Quaich
and a Rectifier in the Gin Guild. He is also a
regular First Aid volunteer with St John Ambulance.

Neil Macdonald

With our three new Trustees and new President, EPUK is now in a much stronger
position to continue with and develop our important work. We value your
continued support and suggestions of how we can support our members.
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News from our Committees
Land Quality Committee
The LQC met by Zoom on 4th February and they are a planning a virtual
seminar in early spring. Details from: robin_lancefield@fastmail.fm
EPUK are also proud to confirm we are now supporters of the Brownfield
Summit. The Summit 2021 is brought to you by Environment Analyst's
Brownfield Intelligence Network, a thriving membership of brownfield
professionals who come together for networking and learning opportunities to
get the latest insights on industry trends. The event includes two separately
bookable online conferences on Ground Gas (9-10 March) and Groundwater
(20-21 April), and has been designed for a broad range of brownfield
professionals, including business leaders and early career professionals.
If you are involved in monitoring and risk assessing contaminated land or
groundwater; installing, monitoring or verifying ground gas protection
measures, or developing remedial strategies, then this event provides the
perfect opportunity to update yourself on latest guidance and new good
practices.
Listen to our live online presentations, put questions to our expert speaker
panels and network with fellow brownfield professionals through live chat and
virtual face-to-face networking sessions.
Find out more and book here: https://www.brownfieldsummit.com/
Noise Committee
Noise Committee are in the process of planning the Noise Action Week event
this year subject to external funding. We will provide more details in
forthcoming Newsletters as this initiative develops.
Air Quality Committee
The next Committee meeting is on 4th March at 0930. Contact Sarah Legge
sarah@slhenvironmental.co.uk if you interested in joining. Sarah is currently
taking on the duties of the Air Quality Committee Chair.
AQC are in discussions with the Air Quality Hub organisers. Details from David
Muir at: Muirenvironmental@gmail.com

4|P A G E

Environmental Protection UK

February 2021

Mercury from Crematoria
The UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology has been granted £564, 000 to
research mercury in air from crematoria. Although the vapour pressure of
mercury is very low at ambient temperatures, partial pressure calculations
suggest a potential for concentrations in air at about 250 times the
recommended time weighted average for general exposure. The Centre is
looking for collaborative effort to develop better air cleaning for small
applications. In the first instance those offering assistance should contact:
chadfield@tiscali.co.uk

EFRA February Committee Report
MP’s of the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Select Committee are urging
the Government to put improving air quality 'at core' of a post-pandemic
rebuild. They call on the Government to address alarming levels of poor air
quality in England, highlighting a 'strong and established' case for tackling air
pollution, shown to disproportionately affect those from lower socio-economic
backgrounds. A copy of their Air Quality report can be found at:
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/362/air-quality

Healthy Air Campaign
HAC has just released its new AUK-BLF Air Pollution Report: ‘The invisible
threat: How we can protect people from air pollution and create a fairer,
healthier society’.
You can find their report at: https://www.blf.org.uk/take-action/cleanair/invisible-threat-report

Institution of Chemical Engineers
Clive Hadfield is organising a series of webinars for the Institution of Chemical
Engineers, IChemE. The dates are as follows:
11th May - Water Treatment
26th May - Cement and CO2
8th June - Odour Abatement
Click this link for more details: Register to attend
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS

EPUK has long argued that whilst Defra officers have frequently acted with
the right intentions and been mindful of our asks, they have not generally
enjoyed the ear of the Government of the day. So it is interesting to see this
month that Ben Webster, Environment Editor of The Times, reports that the
Commons Public Accounts Committee also shares our view that; ‘Defra lacks
the clout to lead the rest of Government…..hold other Departments to
account or manage trade-offs between policy areas’. Departments with that
necessary strategic ‘clout’ will surely need to come onside if the new
Environment Bill is to move on from aspirational words to actions.

MEMBERSHIP
We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of
membership and associated cost.
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/
Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmentalprotection.org.uk
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