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NEWSLETTER  
 

Land Committee to run Virtual Seminar 
As part of the overall strategy to deliver 3 ‘regional seminars’ 
during 2021, the Land Quality Committee has arranged a Soils Waste 
Management Virtual Seminar arranged for 30th June 12:00-14:00 hrs. 
For further details and participation for the event, go to  2021 Soils Waste 
Management Seminar  

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE 
 

EFCA Ultrafine 
Particles – Air 

Quality & Climate 
Online Meeting 18th 

May 
 

Nanoparticle emissions 
and neuronal effects 

were the focus of 
EFCA’s international 
online meeting this 

month. A summary of 
the event follows here 

later. 

Croatia Hosts Air 
Protection 2021 

 

The Croatian Air 
Protection Association 
hosts the Air Protection 

2021 Conference in 
Medulin, Croatia on 15-
17th September 2021. 

Read on for details of the 
event and how to 

register. 
 
 
 

EPUK to Update 
Climate Change 
and Air Quality 

Document 
 

A working group has 
been set up to revise 
our Climate Change 

and Air Quality 
Guidance Document 

and to provide 
information leaflets 

aimed at specific 
groups. 

EPUK Merchandise 

Our exclusive, high-quality products are available to order online. Choose 
your product, size and colour and it will be delivered directly to your home. 
Order your environmentally friendly clothing with a donation to EPUK. 
https://ohmcharities.org.uk/shop/environmental-protection-uk/ 
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AIR QUALITY COMMITTEE PRIORITIES 2021 

2021 marks COP26 in November, the emergence (hopefully) from the Covid pandemic 
with all the societal and behavioural changes it has triggered, and the ongoing 
development of UK environmental legislation and its implementation.  

In light of these, the Air Quality Committee discussed and identified priorities for the 
next year. 

 Air quality and climate change: Environmental protection in a climate crisis is 
the key theme for our work and conference this year, looking at climate, local 
environment and health together. We plan to build on our previous Guidance on 
“Air Quality and Climate Change: Integrating Policy Within Local Authorities” 
(2013)1, to link with the parallel work by other air quality, climate change and 
health bodies, including AQEG, the Climate Change Committee, the Clean Air 
Champions, and feed into the COP26 campaign through EFCA (the European 
Federation of Clean Air and Environmental Protection Associations). We are 
seeking funding for some elements of this.  We will be reporting more on this 
project in future newsletters. 
 

 Environmental legislation and implementation: We continue to lobby on the 
Environment Bill, based on our briefing: EPUK Asks for the Environment Bill 2 and 
its detailed asks for air quality3. The Bill will be scrutinised in the Lords in June, 
and be back in Parliament in the autumn. We are responding to the draft 
Environmental Principles Strategy consultation, calling from them to be more 
ambitious and legally binding.   
 

 Planning and Development Control: This is a key element of our members 
interests and responsibilities, and we continue to promote and support the 
EPUK/IAQM “Land-Use Planning & Development Control: Planning for Air Quality” 
guidance4. We strongly encourage effective planning policies, so air quality is 
taken into account in the design of developments, not just mitigation.  

We are also working on related and emerging issues such as ultrafine particulates and 
indoor air quality, and participating in a number of research and policy projects, as well 
as working with key partners, such as local authorities, charities, government bodies, 
academia and the Clean Air Champions.  

 
 

1 https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/aq_and_cc_guidance.pdf  
2 https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/epuk-environment-bill-asks/  
3 https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/epuk-12-air-quality-asks-for-environment-
bill_final.pdf  
4 https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/air-quality-planning-guidance_Jan17.pdf  
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EFCA ULTRAFINE PARTICLES –  
AIR QUALITY & CLIMATE 18TH MAY 

Some 100 delegates attended the EFC-KIT-GUS-CEES online meeting on 18th May, 
including a good representation of EPUK members. Prem Lobo from the National 
Research Council, Canada, started the first session by presenting work from real 
world and laboratories on the effect of alternative fuels on ultrafine emissions 
from aircraft. He noted that biofuels could reduce aircraft emissions by up to 
80%. Research by Professor Constantinos Sioutus’s team at the University of 
Southern California then contrasted the sources of UFPs from Los Angeles Airport 
with busy adjacent highways. He concluded that the airport proved to be the 
dominant source contributing 75% of the black carbon to the Los Angeles Basin. 
Professor Andrea Hartwig then provided a detailed overview of the interactions 
of UFPs and lung toxicity. A route for this being: particle accumulation>chronic 
inflammation>fibrosis>hyperplasma>tumors. This talk also included work on in-
vitro models for assessing pulmonary toxicity and gene expression profiling. 
Whilst copper is seen as an essential cofactor in many enzymes, an overload of 
free copper ions can cause oxidative stress in the liver and threats to human 
health.  
The second session focused on neuronal effects led by Katja Kaninen of the 
University of Eastern Finland examining the interaction of UFPs and the brain. It 
included results from studies with mice and rats along with invitro work on the 
effects on humans. A major conclusion here was that UFPs can cross the 
blood/brain barrier. Scanning electron microscope post mortem studies in 
Mexico and the UK showed high levels of ultra fines correlating with brain cancer. 
Professor Roel Schins from the Leibniz Research Institute for Environmental 
Medicine in Germany then concluded the afternoon presentations with results on 
UFPs and their links to neurotoxicity and neurodegeneration. The focus here was 
whether nano particles were associated with Alzheimer disease, from work on 
mice after ZrO2 doping of cerium dioxide nanomaterials. After trials with particles 
and gases, gases alone and clean air, conclusions did not observe strong 
behavioural effects related to traffic, but strong plaque formation with gases 
alone.  
Although the organising committee are naturally keen to welcome us back to 
Brussels for 2022, the success of this virtual event suggests that a hybrid mix of 
face to face and ZOOM attendance might prove equally popular next year. 
Comments from members welcome!  
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AIR PROTECTION 2021 
CROATIAN AIR POLLUTION PREVENTION ASSOCIATION in cooperation with the: 

INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH & 
OCCUPATIONAL HEAL,THE CROATIAN 
METEOROLOGICAL & HYDROLOGICAL SERVICE, 
EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF CLEAN AIR & 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ASSOCIATIONS – EFCA 
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF AIR POLLUTION 
PREVENTION & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
ASSOCIATIONS - IUAPPA  

You are invited to the 12th CROATIAN SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE 
with international participation. 
 
First announcement & call for abstracts MEDULIN, CROATIA 15th-17th September 
2021  
GOALS Much like previous CAPPA Conferences, the 12th Croatian Scientific and 
Professional Conference AIR PROTECTION 2021 aims to gather experts from the field of 
air pollution and motivate them to display the results of their work, indicate existing 
and potential problems, exchange experiences and opinions among each other, and 
mutually reach conclusions about future actions. 
TOPICS 1. Managing air quality – inspection and control 2. Atmospheric emissions of 
pollutants 3. Monitoring ambient air pollution 4. Developing and testing measuring 
methods 5. Estimating exposure to air pollutants and impact on health 6. Air protection 
in physical planning, construction and environmental protection 7. EFCA session “Air 
pollution from shipping emissions“ 8. IUAPPA session: ”Developments in International 
Atmospheric Regulation” 
CONTACT Ranka Godec, PhD Croatian Air Protection Association  
e-mail: kontakt-zrak2021@huzz.hr    web: www.huzz.hr; 
 
VENUE NOTICE FOR CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS REGISTRATION FEE  
The Registration Fee of 260 € for the first participant and 160 € for other participants 
from the same institution should be paid by 15th July 2021. After this date, the fee can 
be paid at the Conference in the amount of 310 €. Accompanying persons pay a fee of 
90 €. Registration fee for virtual participation: 65 €. The payment of the fee should be 
made to the Association's account no. IBAN - HR 13 2340009-1100012102 Privredna 
banka Zagreb, swift code PBZGHR2X, (quoting the Conference Air Protection 2021), or 
at the Conference.  
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The fee covers the Book of Abstracts (hardcopy and digital version), Book of Papers 
(digital version) and other related materials. Participants who will not be able to 
participate in person will be provided with Conference materials after the meeting. 
 
ACCOMMODATION  
All participants of the Conference will be accommodated (at discount prices) at the 
hotel Park Plaza Belvedere ****, Medulin. PRICES PER PERSON PER NIGHT (including 
breakfast) Double room 51 € Double room (single use) 80 € Additional payment for 
half board: 12 € 
Participants of the Conference should reserve their rooms individually on the web site 
of the hotel https://www.arenahotels.com/hr/hotel/parkplaza-belvedere 
using passcode ZZ2021. Only a limited number of rooms is reserved at discount prices 
until 2nd July 2021.  

 

  

UP & COMING EVENTS FOR 
INSTITUTION OF CHEMICAL 
ENGINEERS 

  

Webinar: Cements and Carbon Dioxide - 26 May at 10:30 BST 
Concrete is made in quantities which eclipse all other anthropogenic materials and 
its strategic importance to human wellbeing cannot be understated. Although 
cement production is both clean and efficient, its scale of production makes its CO2 
footprint significant. This presentation considers our options for its mitigation. 
The need to reduce the embedded CO2 in all material production is a growing 
global concern. This presentation looks at cement and concrete and the many ways 
its manufacturers and users are minimising their environmental impact without 
compromising the effectiveness of the materials in service. 
Register to attend 
 
Webinar: Odour Abatement: Principles, Processes, Applications and Case 
Studies - 8 June at 09:00 BST 
This webinar will explore the techniques that are commonly used for the 
abatement of odours from industrial, waste management and wastewater 
treatment process industries. It considers the range of abatement techniques 
available and commonly applied, the fundamentals of their operation and presents 
a number of real-world case studies.  
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OTHER NEWS IN BRIEF 
 

GLA Planning Guidance Revoked 
The GLA’s Sustainable Design and Construction SPG has now been revoked 
in parallel with the release of the new London Plan. It is listed under 
‘Revoked Supplementary Planning Guidance’ on the GLA’s Planning 
Guidance webpage: 
https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/planning/implementing-london-
plan/london-plan-guidance-and-spgs 
 

Combustion Emissions Standards 
Emissions standards for combustion plant are now within the energy 
assessment planning guidance: 
(https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/gla_energy_assessment_gui
dance_april_2020.pdf).  We are expecting the new guidance on AQN to be 
released soon after the recent election results. 
 

2020 Annual Report for the Evaluation of Local MO2 Plans 
The JAQU report that was carried out by Ipsos-MORI and ITS in Leeds is 
available at: 
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/2020-annual-report-evaluation-
local-no2-plans 
 

EPUK to Update Climate Change and Air Quality Document 
A working group has been set up to both revise the EPUK Air Quality and 
Climate Change Guidance and design new leaflets aimed at specific groups 
for educational purposes. The first meeting has covered scoping of the 
project, resources available, the wider membership of the team and future 
steps. We will report on this initiative as work progresses. 

In next month’s issue 

An article on ‘Beryllium Facility Design Standard’ by Beth Walker. Read 
about the progress made in the uses and safety standards associated with it.     

An update on the long-awaited EPUK Conference to be held at Aston 
University on 18th November with a new format and some interesting 
speakers to be confirmed. Register now at the Early Bird Rate: EPUK Annual 
Conference 18th November 2021 - Environmental Protection UK (environmental-protection.org.uk) 
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MEMBERSHIP 

We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its 
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from 
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of 

membership and associated cost. 
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/ 

Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmental-
protection.org.uk 
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registered in England and Wales, number 594860 
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS 

 

 
The Guardian reports on work by Mark Ashworth at Kings 
College in Environmental Health this month, showing a “huge” 
increase in the number of visits to doctors by children with asthma 
problems occurs after a week of raised air pollution. The number 
of inhaler prescriptions was also shown to increase significantly. 
Whilst polluted air is already known to increase hospital treatment 
for severe asthma attacks and other respiratory problems, this 
new research uses clinical data to show flag up illness among the 
much larger number of people seeking treatment from their GP.  

 


