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NEWSLETTER
MAKING A NOISE FOR ACTION WEEK
Mary Stevens Reports this month on Noise Action Week
which was held from 24th to 29th May. Her report provides us with a sound
overview and a valuable critical analysis which will inform planning for
such future activities. EPUK was pleased to support the event this year
which made a welcome return to our annual schedule of activities.

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS MONTH’S ISSUE
EARLY BIRD RATE

CONFERENCE
18th November
2021

NOISE ACTION

WEEK
Do register this month
for our Annual
Stars line up to speak at For those who couldn’t
Conference if you intend
participate in Noise
this year’s Annual
to take advantage of the
Action Week which
EPUK Conference at the
generous Early Bird
returned this year, we
University of Aston,
Rate. It ends on 30th
report in detail on the
Birmingham, this
June so sign up today.
event which received
November. The latest
https://www.environmental- information and how to much valued promotion
protection.org.uk/event/epuktake advantage of our from diverse groups and
annual-conference-2021/
on social media.
Early Bird Rate fee for
attendance.
EPUK Merchandise
Our exclusive, high-quality products are available to order online. Choose
your product, size and colour and it will be delivered directly to your home.
Order your environmentally friendly clothing with a donation to EPUK.
https://ohmcharities.org.uk/shop/environmental-protection-uk/
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NOISE ACTION WEEK 2021
Noise Action week returned to the calendar this year from 24 th to 29th May.
This year’s event was well received on social
media. During the week guest blogs were
posted on topical noise themes, and
infographics, shown here, used to highlight
noise issues on Twitter. Throughout the week
the campaign attracted attention from more
and more local authorities and housing
providers, who highlighted our messages. However, the short notice and lack of
capacity to notify potential participants directly of the campaign meant that
uptake was not surprisingly limited.
The NAW website serves as a significant platform for anyone seeking information
on noise and we aware that modernising and refreshing it would ensure its
structure and content reflect current activity. Any volunteers welcome.
Those who supported the week were
enthusiastic to see it going ahead. CIEH used the
week to launch their survey of local authority
noise complaints; ResolveASB provided a blog on
a victim-centred approach to tackling anti-social
noise, and EP Scotland ran a webinar during the
week on soundscapes as integral to a green
recovery. Some local authorities who made contact said they were squeezing
activity in at a time when they have many conflicting priorities – reflected in the
level of involvement this year.
Posting on LinkedIn was well received - and
proved an effective way to raise the profile of
noise issues, and EPUK, among the professional
community engaged in acoustics, environmental
and health protection.
For NAW to have more impact in future, we
need to work now and throughout the year to
build up a list of potential supporters/participants, set a date and theme at least 6
months in advance - beginning with those who expressed interest this year. Also,
identifying messaging and a news hook that that can be used to gain press
attention would engage a wider audience for our messaging.
Mary Stevens, Susspace.
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EPUK ANNUAL CONFERENCE–
ASTON UNIVERSITY 18th Nov 2021

This year’s theme is Environmental and Climate Protection:
priority actions for 2022.
In 2021, the context for the Conference is the climate crisis and the recognition that only
combined action on greenhouse gas emissions and air pollution will mitigate it. As well as
presentations by expert practitioners and researchers, you will have a great opportunity to
meet and network in person with professionals in your field to exchange your experiences and
share best practice. Professor Jim Longhurst, EPUK President, will give an opening address
and Professor Sir Stephen Holgate will close the Conference. In addition, Lord Whitty, our
retiring President will give an update on progress in the new environmental legislation.
Plenary topics will include:
 A keynote address on the benefits of a combined approach to climate and environmental
protection.
 A talk on Experience of Climate Action in Bristol from Alex Minschull, Bristol City
Council.
 A presentation on how technology enables a joined-up approach to climate and
environmental protection actions by Eric Lindus, Bosch.
 There will be a review of EPUK Activities in 2021 and priorities for 2022 chaired by Derek
Osborn.
Theme 1: Lessons learned for environmental protection from the Covid-19 pandemic.
 Societal behaviour change post-pandemic
 Public health lessons from the pandemic: reducing vulnerability, increasing resilience.
 Impacts of the pandemic on the environment on noise.
Theme 2: Priorities for local action on environmental protection and climate change.
 EPUK’s action plan for air quality and climate change.
 Transport planning for clean air, low carbon, urban tranquility.
 Greener redevelopment: land use and construction codes.

Attendance at the Conference provides 7 hours CPD certification.
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OCCASIONAL FEATURES
From time to time we publish items of interest to our members from other
organisations, and this month we cover a feature from Beth Walker and Kathryn Creek.

Beryllium Facility Design Standard?
by Beth Walker and Kathryn Creek

Beryllium is fast becoming a watch word. Those that hadn’t heard of it a few years ago
are now using it as either a manufacturer or end user.
There has been lots of historic debate about what form is
most dangerous and what to do with the product to make
it safe. Beryllium is toxic to lung tissue. Prolonged
exposure can lead to chronic Beryllium disease (CBD),
which is a debilitating lung condition similar to
sarcoidosis. Skin exposure can lead to sensitisation and
granulomas. Beryllium is as listed as a carcinogen under
CLP.
Beryllium safety is making leaps and bounds in terms of research, but is this translating
to best practice?
Cambridge Technology in Taunton, UK has been at the
forefront of the Beryllium safety since the late 90’s and has
utilized best practice to ensure the safety of their workers.
Their team are committed to ensuring that the most up to
date safety practices are used.
The ITER facility in the South of France is currently building
several Beryllium facilities as part of the ongoing works for
the Nuclear Fusion reactor they are building.
ITER’s Beryllium Facility Design Guide (ITER Guide) was
developed to address beryllium exposure risks to workers.
While ISO 17873 is used for nuclear facilities, this standard
primarily addresses environmental risk and falls short to design
a facility to protect the beryllium worker.
ITER’s design has sparked considerable conversation about best
practices and how the different facilities being designed needed further refinement to
include the most current knowledge for a beryllium facility design.
To this end, a group of industry experts have formed to encourage the development of a
worldwide standard to ensure a base level safety for the people working with
Beryllium.
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The ITER Guide was developed by benchmarking designs of US DOE, UK AWE, and
private company facilities such as Cambridge Technology.
It references many current ISO standards and is the best proposition for the basis of a
universal standard.
If you are interested in the standard, want to offer support or discover more about the
uses and applications of Beryllium please feel free to contact Beth Walker or Kathryn
Creek.
Contact Information: beth.walker@novanta.com or creek@beryllium-solutions.com

OTHER NEWS IN BRIEF
Ground Investigation Guidance Undergoes Revision
Robin Lancefield reports that the UK Specification for Ground Investigation, published
by ICE Publishing, is currently undergoing a revision. The revised Third Edition has
been produced by a working group led by the Association of Geotechnical and
Geoenvironmental Specialists (AGS) with the support of major clients such as Highways
England and Network Rail and other industry bodies such as the British Geotechnical
Association (BGA), British Drilling Association (BDA) and Federation of Piling
Specialists (FPS).
The Third Edition will bring the document up to date, ensuring consistency with all
current good practice, relevant standards and codes of practice. The new edition of the
Specification has been expanded to include various new investigation techniques and
practices that have been developed and entered routine use since the Second Edition
was published in 2011.
A draft version for public comment has been released, with comments from industry to
be returned by Friday 30th July 2021. All members of the industry are encouraged to
review the draft and return any comments they have, and to help spread awareness of
the draft amongst colleagues, to ensure this new edition will best serve the industry for
years to come. The draft document and commenting template are available from the
AGS website using the following link: https://www.ags.org.uk/2021/06/yellow-bookdraft-for-public-comment
Members might also be interested in the following:
Assessment and Control of Asbestos Risk in Soil – Part 1: Protection of Personnel working
on Ground Investigations
Assessment and Control of Asbestos Risk in Soil – Part 2: Protection of Personnel working
in Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Laboratories
Asbestos: The Analysts' Guide – HSE
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WASTE SOILS EVENT POSTPONED
Unfortunately, our Soils Waste Management Event due to be held on 30 th June has had
to be postponed for now and until later in the year when numbers allow.
Waste soils can be a major cost to projects, to the point of being a showstopper.
However, there are options for re-using soils which have the added benefit of often
being the more sustainable option as well as saving
money. This seminar will look at the options available,
reports on recent research projects, and provide
feedback from remediation contractors and landfill
operators.
It will deal with options for dealing with excess waste
soils, covering re-use under the CL:AIRE Definition of
waste: code of practice, exemptions, soil treatment
centres, waste recovery plans. It will also cover how to
assess waste soils. From what information do we need
from the ground investigation to inform soil management decisions, to include what
drives soils management decisions, to what to schedule, when you do (and don’t) need
Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) testing and how to report the results.
If this brief outline temps you, do show an expression of interest to: Robin Lancefield at:
Lancefield, Robin Robin.Lancefield@jacobs.com
You might also consider, whether you would prefer a live event when conditions allow,
or whether you feel that a Zoom approach is more accessible to you. Do let us know.
Either way, this event will be FREE to members, with a nominal charge for nonmembers.

MEMBERSHIP
We are always looking for new members. Please recommend EPUK and its
services to your colleagues and any organisation you feel would benefit from
membership. Follow the link below for more information regarding types of
membership and associated cost.
https://www.environmental-protection.org.uk/membership/
Or ask us for a Membership Booklet by emailing info@environmentalprotection.org.uk
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AND FINALLY, FROM THE PRESS

Jack Pease reports in the May issue of Air Quality Bulletin that
Leicester has lost its Clean Air Zone (CAZ) funding. In fact,
Leicester is the latest city to decide against charging dirty
vehicles stating that the Government will no longer fund a clean
air zone.
We reported previously that 2020 was to be the year of the Clean
Air Zone but COVID intervened, and the councils that were
planning a CAZ in England then, postponed theirs until 2021 and
some well beyond.
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